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AN EXPLORATION OF HUMANISTIC OUTLOOK OF DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR 
 

Dr. Tukaram Narayan Shinde 
Professor & Head, Department of History, A. R. Burla Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Solapur 

 
ABSTRACT:- 

Dr. Ambedkar was an open door fighter of the most real kind, not just yearning for setting India 
constrain from British norm, yet of changing India into a country where opportunity holds significance 
for everyone. He dedicated his life for moving of the Dalits. Ambedkar wished social reformers to 
make general assumption to fight the gross imbalances in the overall population. It is very shocking 
that the media before and furthermore the present has expected Ambedkar mostly as a serious 
intellectual of the Hindu religion and an unprecedented social maverick. They have dismissed Dr. 
Ambedkar's complex personality. Here is our little effort to focus his work in Modern India. The scope 
of Ambedkar's battle for getting human pride is extremely huge. He needed to begin from the Right to 
be Human to achieve most noteworthy sympathetic level. Dr. Ambedkar’s thoughts, works and 
viewpoint could well be described as having a place with that pattern of thought called Social 
Humanism. He fostered a socio-moral way of thinking and undauntedly represented human poise and 
opportunity, financial equity, material flourishing and profound discipline. His name will sparkle 
everlastingly in the atmosphere of world history as an extraordinary social rationalist as well as an 
incredible progressive who devoted as long as he can remember for the enhancement of the 
overflowing huge number of the dark horses 
Keywords : Liberation, disparities, humanist, Dalits, Reformer. 
 
Introduction:- 
                      The current paper means to concentrate on the significant effects on Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's 
life from his initial life to his development that served to from his humanistic viewpoint towards poor 
people, down trampled, untouchables in India. The paper likewise investigates his humanistic impact 
in outlining the extraordinary constitution of India. The shaping of humanistic standpoint of Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar begins from his essential schooling and comes full circle in his development doing explore 
in different subjects till being the leader of the "Masuda Samiti" of Indian constitution. The highlights 
of Ambedkar's humanistic standpoint can be made sense of in the accompanying individual, scholarly, 
socio-political circumstances through which he fostered his character. 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar is one of the most prominent scholarly figures of current India. The current 
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year is being commended as 125th Birth Anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. Educationist and 
humanist from everywhere the world are celebrating 125th Birth Anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
by coordinating different occasions and projects. In such manner the Center for Positive Philosophy 
and Interdisciplinary Studies (CPPIS) Pehowa (Kurukshetra) showed a drive to be a piece of this uber 
occasion by coordinating a public level essay contest for understudies, distribution of books, banners 
and exploration diaries on Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's thoughts, works and viewpoint 
could well be described as having a place with that pattern of thought called Social Humanism. He 
fostered a socio-moral way of thinking and enduringly represented human nobility and opportunity, 
financial equity, material success and otherworldly discipline. He showed the edifying way for Indian 
culture by means of his goals of opportunity, balance and organization and made India a vote based 
country. 
 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY: 
 Fundamental target of this program is to permeate and foster the Philosophy and Principles of Dr. 

B. R. Ambedkar through his idea. 
 To concentrate on humanistic and reasonable standpoint brought about by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. 
 To research logical and practical contemplations of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar that lead to flexible 

improvement of human culture. 
 To scatter the protected proficiency at grass root level of society. 
 To recognize the immaculate viewpoint of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar through his distributed and 

unpublished work. 
 To create the multidisciplinary approach of reasoning for getting arrangement of social issues. 

To lead explores and extends on Economic, Social, Religious, Educational, Political and other 
authentic issues of country overall and of more fragile section. To know the impact of the initiating 
work of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in the field of human honorability, against rank segregation in India. ii. 
To feature his occupation as one of the originators of Modern India. iii. To look at and study his Legacy 
and Contribution to India. He was unequivocally believed that political associations were responsible 
for changing the ongoing social establishments by using legitimate ability to yield the outcomes. 
Political associations will get through when they actually work for social reorganization (Ambedkar, 
2015). Dr. Ambedkar was an open door competitor of the most certifiable kind, not just yearning for 
setting India oblige from British rule, but of changing India into a country where opportunity holds 
importance for everyone. While Mahatma Gandhi drove individual Indians in a fight against separation 
in South Africa, Dr. Ambedkar drove a battle, too, against predisposition inside his own country. By 
securing value for his region, he was making a continuously comparable world for all of us 
 
DR. AMBEDKAR AS A SOCIAL  

Dr. Ambedkar genuinely believed in peaceful procedures for social change. He was maintained 
to safeguarded lines in the formative system of social change. He thought the factors like harmony 
which are key for public activity. It moreover tries to proceed with foundations that will improve 
'social solicitation'. He was against the wild systems in friendly change for it impediment the 
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peacefulness and makes issue. He lacked trust in political tumult methods. A government assistance 
state of all can't be created on the grounds of dread, propel and extreme strategies. As shown by him 
wild procedures to a calm society isn't simply improper yet furthermore casual and indecent 
(Buddhism and Communism, 1956). He was a certified Renaissance man, a person who surpassed 
assumptions in a large number of zones of solicitation. Despite the way that he was disdained by 
ordinary Hindus and set apart as a destroyer of Hinduism, history experts as of now grasp the pressing 
position Dr. Ambedkar played in seeing Hindu society. Far from being a double crosser, he expected 
a fundamental work in recharging Hinduism, reestablishing it by testing all that was off the mark and 
off the mark inside it. As a matter of fact, he understood a renaissance of Hinduism by prompting the 
Hindus to reconsider a part of the fundamental statutes of their religion. 
He had an extraordinary trust in friendly reformers to make famous end for against of the net disparities 
in the overall population. He requested them to lay out relationship to oversee sincere occurrences 
from segregation. The affiliations ought to deal the noteworthy segment of society to permit to the 
aggrieved and deterred classes to work in different parts. The Hindu society ought to give a space to 
beat segments down by using them in their various regions fit to the furthest reaches of candidates. 

As shown by Dr. Ambedkar, social change and social value are definitely fundamental to the 
populism that any larger part runs framework should point it. As a social leftist Dr. Ambedkar stressed 
on a much greater thought of stable amusement of country with extensive turn of events and social 
coordination in the Nation without position separation. As the genuine designer of the Indian 
constitution, Dr. Ambedkar fostered the safeguards for developing a dynamically fair society to 
countless oppressed and put classes down. In this technique, Dr. Ambedkar creates not similarly as a 
Valliant upholder of the Indian regulation based republic, yet furthermore gets the especially 
unquestionable spot in the Indian Pantheon as a remarkable insightful mass trailblazer who blended 
the social internal voice of Modern India. 
. 
DR. AMBEDKAR AS A NATION BUILDER  

He was out discussed his contemplations of nation building. He had unimaginable premonition 
and his cautions about the destiny of India ring so clear today. In a talk before the constituent social 
event he prompted his fellow overseers against the usage of non-laid out methods for challenge, for 
instance, normal resistance and Satyagraha, since they were fundamentally an anarchic in nature. He 
energized against the Indian penchant to take part in legend worship. He was restless about the 
likelihood that that everybody of India would lay their opportunity at the feet of someone they 
respected or depend them with remarkable endless powers. He moreover underlined the meaning of 
making a political democratic government as well as a social and financial one. His PhD suggestion 
was charged up to set up for the Finance Commission of India and his works assisted a ton in 
surrounding rules for the RBI With acting 1934.He was one of the originators of Employment 
Exchanges in our country. He expected a key work in underpinning of the National Power Grid 
System, Central Water Irrigation, Navigation Commission, Damodar valley adventure, Hirakud errand 
and Sone stream adventure. 
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Early Life and Education:- 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was brought into the world on fourteenth April 1891 at Mahu in Madhya 

Pradesh. His local was Ambawade close to Dapoli in Ratnagiri area, in Maharashtra. His mom 
Bhimabai kicked the bucket in his initial age and his dad Ramaji tended him while filling in as a 
'Significant' in Army. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar finished his essential schooling at Satara in Maharashtra. 
As a piece of his affection for his instructor, he changed his family name Ambawadekar to Ambedkar. 
His dad moved to Mumbai, where Dr. B.R. Ambedkar finished his Matriculation. At Mumbai, he 
became capable in English language, through his wide perusing, support and motivation of his dad. 
He further looked for confirmation at Elphistan College, where the Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad of 
Baroda offered him Twenty Five Thousand as a Scholarship to help Bhimrao. He finished his B.A. 
from Elphistan College, in 1912. He endured as being called as 'unapproachable' while he was taking 
instruction at Satara and Mumbai. That experiencing made himself to foster his character by 
confronting the desolations of social segregation as an 'unapproachable'. That was the defining moment 
in his own life which drove him to shape his brain and mind to be humanistic for those confronting 
comparable circumstance such as himself. Going against the norm, he met the extraordinary 
individuals like Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad of Baroda who endorsed grant for him to finish his three 
years in America. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar humanistic nature incorporates the impact of the philanthropic 
perspectives on individuals like Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad. With the motivation of such 
extraordinary individuals, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar concentrated on Economics, Sociology and Political 
Science and got PhD of Columbia University in 1915 on "Exchange Ancient India". 
 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Later Life and Education:- 
                            Dr. B.R. Ambedkar became thoughtful towards the down trampled and the 
untouchables in his later life. He finished M.Sc from London School of Economics and Political 
Science by requiring one year's grant from Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad. He acknowledged the 
assistance of Baroda State, when he got back from London. There he was given awful treatment by 
different authorities he being an 'unapproachable' from down trampled (Dalit) family. That expanded 
and he needed to surrender that work and turned into a teacher of Economics in Sidenham College of 
Commerce in Mumbai. This very year (1919) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar started to participate in everyday 
public activity. He partook the gatherings of Eradication of Untouchability, which were held at 
Mangaon and Nagpur in Maharashtra. Those gatherings ended up being the following stages in his 
accomplishments as the most humanistic discouraged (dalit) pioneer. At one side, training impacted 
him and at other his socio-political vocation outlined his personality to be more humanistic, towards 
the retrogressive of India. Further, Chatrapati Rajashri Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapur showed his 
compassion and humankind towards. 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to give him grant to go to London and to get D.Sc degree on "Issue of 
Rupee" and to be a Barister in 1923. In 1924 he functioned as a Lawyer in the High court in Mumbai. 
From that exact second he gave his leftover life to work for the cancelation of Untouchabality in India. 
He laid out the "Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha" on twentieth July 1924. The major humanistic targets of 
that association were to instruct the untouchables, to empower the untouchables by joining them to 
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make peaceful battle for the social and financial privileges and equity and to make developments for 
their equivalent freedoms. The freedom and balance of the retrogressive, discouraged and 
untouchables were the points of every one of his endeavors and exercises done by him all through his 
life. Every one of his deeds show his compassion, empathy, love, dedication and mankind towards the 
people who were away from any open door in their lives many years throughout the entire existence 
of India. He trained his kin to go against the treachery done to them. He made mindfulness, fearlessness 
and self pride among them. He instructed to help their freedoms through the peaceful battles and 
developments. Indeed, even in the battle he focused on the significance of the humanistic viewpoint, 
resistance and persistence. He focused on the significance of the retrogressive in their viewpoints and 
conduct. 
 
Humanistic Activities of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar;- 
              Dr. B.R. Ambedkar cleaned the Mahad Lake on 25th and 26th Dec. 1927 and liberated it for 
the down trampled and the regressive. He consumed the most questionable "Manu Smriti" on 25th 
Dec. 1927, which supported the bondage of 'shudras' (dalits) and ladies class of society. He did 
'Satyagrah' for passage in the sanctuary at parvati for the down trampled. He began Reading Rooms 
and Libraries for the grown-ups and began grown-up schools on twentieth July 1924. He laid out the 
'People groups Education Society' in 1946. He laid out Sidharth Mahavidyalaya at Mumbai and Milind 
Mahavidyalaya at Aurangabad. He began the day to day news paper 'Muknayak' in 1920 and 
'Bahishkrit Bharat' in 1927 and 'Samata' in 1928. He examined the issues of treachery done to the down 
trampled (dalits) in those news papers. He functioned as the Minister of Law in the British Government 
and worked of the untouchables. On the flaws in schooling system, banns on Wine, downsides of 
Budget, Primary training and so on. The addressed the down trampled (dalits) in the first 'Round-table 
Conference' held in 1930 at London and recounted the thoughtful accounts of the enduring of the 
retrogressive there. The untouchables got discrete held bodies electorate in 1932 when Ramsey 
Macdonald Published 'Jatiya Niwada' against which M.K. Gandhi abstained saying that, that was the 
division between the Hindus and the untouchables. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar lay out discrete 'Majoor Party' 
and won 13 seats in the appointment of 1937, and voiced for the privileges of ranchers and workers in 
the Legislative Assembly. He turned into the head of the discouraged (dalits) when he laid out "All 
India Scheduled Caste Federation" and won 13 seats in 1952 political race. He went against the Krips 
Mission, Cabinet Mission and Wevhel Yojana which were against the freedoms of poor people and 
oppressed. He turned into the Minister of Law in the Ministery of Pandit Nehru in fifteenth August 
1947, and effectively satisfied the obligation as the President of Masuda Samati and gave the best 
'Indian Constitution to India'. The Indian Constitution is the best illustration of the statement of Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar humanistic standpoint shown in regards to all the retrogressive known and obscure 
who were away from all sort of progress and advancement. He found it hard to get compassionate right 
to untouchables living in Hindu Religion, so he surrendered Hindu religion and pronounced in a 
gathering on thirteenth October 193.5 at Yewala saying, "I won't pass on as a Hindu". He left Hindu 
religion on fourteenth October 1956. 
 



 
Kanpur Philosophers Vol IX, Issue VI (I), June 2022 

 

173 
 
 

Conclusion:- 
                      The humanistic disposition shown by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the field of social 
improvement is his novel work. He consumed his time on earth to make and empower the untouchables 
to live as a free individual leaving the reliant and powerless life. He attempted to join the regressive 
and to container a development to get their legitimate freedoms. He trained all to live as an individual. 
It was the message of the Buddha religion. The insurgency made by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is 
communicated through the constitution of India. He makes conscious the 'human' in the untouchables 
to carry on with life in pride. This is most unchangeable get-together. Dr. Ambedkar's was a short life 
however at that point a generally striking one. He rose from buildup, from being managed more terrible 
than an animal to transforming into the father of the Indian Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar was actually 
a diverse character. A genuine emancipator of Dalits, a fantastic National trailblazer and follower, a 
phenomenal maker, a mind boggling educationalist, an uncommon political mastermind, an 
unbelievable strict aide or more all of the a staggering humanist with no lined up among his 
contemporary. All of these highlights of Ambedkar's character had strong humanist underpinnings. It 
is simply lamentable that the press previously and furthermore the contemporary has expected 
Ambedkar transcendently as an exceptional social maverick and a brutal savant of the Hindu religion. 
Intellectuals of Dr. Ambedkar have ignored his fundamental humanistic motivations and strong 
accommodating sentiments behind his every showing or talk for an astounding span. Thusly we close 
Dr. Ambedkar was one of the main makers of Modern India. 
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ABSTRACT:- 

Dr Ambedkar said, "Instruction makes an individual dauntless, shows him the example of 
solidarity, makes him mindful of his privileges and rouses him to battle for his freedoms." He accepted 
that schooling is a development. In the event that it doesn't satisfy its targets, it is pointless The current 
training doesn't yield needed results primarily in light of the fact that it is separated from the genuine 
social content and social objectives. We as the residents of the republic are unavoidably dedicated to 
democracy, civil rights, balance of chance, secularism or more all to a government assistance state. 
Educational strategy and instructive projects shouldn't only prepare a person to change with society to 
its traditions and shows, yet it ought to empower him to get beneficial changes the society. Each 
instructive establishment from auxiliary school to University College ought to be developed to turned 
into an organization of progress; it is the fantasy of Dr. B.R .Ambedkar. Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, 
famously known as Babasaheb Ambedkar, is one of the conspicuous pioneers during the National 
Movement. Ambedkar Jayanti is commended the nation over each year on April 14 to offer appreciation 
to Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar. Free India's most memorable Law Minister, Dr BR Ambedkar, is the 
significant designer of the Constitution of India. On this exceptional day, we ought to recall the 
commitments of Dr BR Ambedkar. Here, we have recorded rousing Ambedkar quotes on schooling. 
Introduction:- 
"Training is something which should be brought inside the scope of each and every one." "The object of 
essential instruction isto see that each kid that enters the entryways of a grade school leaves it just at a 
phase when it becomes proficient and proceeds with The current paper manages the way of thinking of 
Education. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's Educational way of thinking is reflected in his Educational 
contemplations. Training is the comer stone of progress and upliftment. It prompts expanded mindfulness 
and social cognizance of individuals and accommodates more dependable authority of the country. 
Clearly, schooling incorporates information bestowed through perusing, talking, tuning in and 
composing. Notwithstanding, instruction typifies and influences the day to day activity and propensities 
for individuals and the interrelationship among the people groups. Consequently we are continually being 
taught and teaching one another. This cycle empowers our development and progress, however it may 
not be consistent development. 
Dr.Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar is one of the producers of current India. Brought into the world in a poor 
and denied family, Dr. Ambedkar contacted a huge number in his life considered hard for people. He is 
considered among the most taught individuals of present day India. Dr.Ambedkar accepted his PhD in 
Economics from the lofty Columbia University and famous London School of Economics. Dr.Ambedkar 
is notable all around the world as a talented speaker, essayist and edified researcher. His field of study 
was not restricted to financial aspects and regulation just, yet he additionally had full expert on subjects 
like schooling, humanism, constitution, political theory, religion and reasoning. Mahatma Buddha, 
Jyotiba Phule, Sahu Ji Maharaj, eminent educationist Professor John Dewey, Elvin Seligman and Booker 
T. Washington had extraordinary impact on the existence of Doctor Ambedkar. Dr.Ambedkar, who had 
been related with training for a lifetime, is a way of thinking in itself. The investigation of his thoughts 
towards training is extremely fundamental to grasp the nature and the advancement of schooling in our 
general public. His primary thoughts regarding training are 
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Importance of Education  
               Dr.Ambedkar thought that education was of tremendous importance as a foundation of 
progress.   He   thought  that   because   people   neglected   the  material   needs   of   life   and  grew 
indifferent to the knowledge that enabled them to secure it, our country remained backward and 
her  progress  came  to a  standstill.  He  did  not visualize  education  simply  as  a means  for  the 
Importance of Education               

 Dr. Ambedkar thought that education was of tremendous importance as a foundation of progress.   
He   thought  that   because   people   neglected   the  material   needs   of   life   and  grew indifferent to 
the knowledge that enabled them to secure it, our country remained backward and her  progress  came  
to a  standstill.  He  did  not visualize  education  simply  as  a means  for  the development  of   a   child's  
personality  or   as  a   source  of   earning  ones  livelihood.   Rather,  he considered education as the 
most powerful agent for bringing about desired changes in society and a prerequisite for organized effort 
for launching any social movement in modern times. For him education was an instrument to liberate the 
dalits from illiteracy, ignorance and superstitions and thus enable them to fight against all forms of 
injustice, exploitation and oppression. He felt if the dalits  are  educated  than  they could leave   their 
traditional occupation   and  take up secular occupations thus breaking the age-old caste based structure 
of divisions of labor in our society.  Babasaheb always held that education should be co-related to the 
social; political and economic needs of a developing nation. It should be an instrument of social change. 
It should be so  devised, as to meet the realities of the times.  With this end in  view the People's Education 
Society,   which  was  founded  by  Dr. Ambedkar  started  Diploma  courses  to  equip  students  for 
responsible positions in various fields of professional activity. He  thus instituted the Siddharth College   
of  Mass   Communication   and   Media   and   the   Siddharth   Institute   of   Industry   and Administration. 
He felt that for the betterment of society only education at school would not be enough.  Informal  
education at  home  along  with  the education  through newspapers  and  other sources was also necessary. 
Aims of Education  
                 An Aim is a foreseen end that gives direction to an activity and motivates behavior. 
Thus an aim of education is a goal or directive to education. 
                 The ultimate aim of education in ancient India was not knowledge as preparation for 
life but for complete realization of self ancient educationist considered 'Vidya' knowledge as the 
third   eye   of   man   which  gives   him   insight   motto   all   affairs  and  teaches   him   how   to   act 
righteously. Thus the  aim of  Education   was   self- realization.  The immediate aim of education 
was to prepare the different classes of people for their actual needs of life.  
                  In Medieval India the aims of education stressed upon religious ideals and vocational 
growth. However education during British rule wasn't related to the needs of India, therefore it 
was opposed 
Aims of Education                  

An Aim is a predicted end that provides guidance to a movement and inspires behavior. Thus a 
point of schooling is an objective or mandate to instruction. A definitive point of schooling in old India 
was not information as planning for life yet for complete acknowledgment of self old educationist 
considered 'Vidya' information as the third eye of man which gives him understanding saying all issues 
and shows him how to act righteously. Accordingly the point of Education was self-acknowledgment. 
The prompt point of education was to set up the various classes of individuals for their genuine necessities 
of life. In Medieval India the points of training focused upon strict beliefs and vocational growth. 
Anyway training during British rule wasn't connected with the requirements of India, thusly it was went 
against Education in Free India got subjective changes. Numerous boards of trustees and commissions 
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were named during this time and points of modernization, public integration, development of social and 
virtues; expanding efficiency; advancing secularism were enforced in training. These points are 
additionally worried by Babasaheb. 

Dr. Ambedkar maintained the popularity based idea in training propounded by Dewey. Any 
schooling given by a gathering will in general mingle its individuals. Consequently it is the obligation of 
the society to give schooling. Dr. Ambedkar himself was an illustration of what schooling could do to 
the under-special part of the general public. Schooling isn't just a layer for their social mobility yet in 
addition opens the entryways for their modernization. It likewise influences in decreasing their reliance 
on the country tip top and offers them an opportunity for word related change. It makes them aware of 
their embarrassment and subjugation and at last arises as an instrument of liberation and strengthening. 
As far as he might be concerned, the surest way for salvation of the persecuted and 'untouchables' lies in 
higher education, higher work and better approaches to making money. He was, however, disillusioned 
by the informed segment of his kin. 
Role of a teacher:  

Dr. Ambedkar thought about the instructor fundamental for the general improvement of the 
understudy. That's what he trusted on the off chance that we have great instructors, we will actually want 
to make great understudies. He had incredible respect for the educators and was upheld giving a high 
spot to the instructors. He was of the view that educator assumes the main part in the improvement of a 
solid and complete human character. A decent instructor ought to have positive and populist disposition 
towards all segments of the general public. he suggested that capabilities and different capacities of 
educators ought to be checked solely while designating them in schools or colleges. 

To close, one might say that instructive way of thinking of Dr Ambedkar is the mix of old and 
present day training. The commitment of Dr. Ambedkar is huge as he featured the necessity of instructive 
improvement of an enormous segment of Indian culture that has for quite some time been denied of 
schooling. Dr. Ambedkar assumed a significant part in forming numerous laws of schooling and social 
liberation of discouraged individuals at the hour of constitution-production. It's critical to understand that 
on the off chance that an enormous piece of society is denied of training, society will always be unable 
to create comprehensively. Spanning the social separation is extremely fundamental, generally friendly 
congruity can't be laid out in the public arena. Dr Ambedkar hence focused on that the state ought to give 
individuals general subjective schooling and furthermore give specialized training so friendly and 
financial uniformity can be laid out in our general public and our nation can gain ground. 
Curriculum               

Educational plan is the method for the instructive cycle, which will assist us with accomplishing 
the goals we have set before us. The instructive cycle is set into movement towards its point through the 
educational plan or course. The educational plan is, from a strict perspective, a pathway towards an 
objective. A curriculum is every one of the encounters a youngster has, paying little heed to when or how 
they occur. Educational program is a way to understand the instructive points. Dr. Ambedkar gave 
importance to science and innovation courses. Prior, he had laid out the 'Bharatiya Samaj Seva Sangh’ 
whose witticism was to peruse, read out and hear, comprehend, understand and give acknowledgment. 
He felt education was important to ingrain among the discouraged an identity regard and nobility and it 
could hurry their osmosis into the standard of Society. He was a public man. He was of the view that the 
educational program ought to go quite far in creating judiciousness among learners. Rationality will in 
general provide the ability to recognize truth from misrepresentation. Hence, Dr. Ambedkar has stressed 
the way that to understand the point of training like modernization; character formation and self 
acknowledgment; science and innovation in educational plan would go far in developing levelheadedness 
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in the student. 
Dr. Ambedkar's Ideas on the Syllabus                  

Schedule is a consolidated layout or proclamation of the primary concerns of a course of study 
or of books or different reports. Dr. Ambedkar went against the immovable prospectus as it brings 
restrictions on the educating. He said. It is, in this manner, important that the college ought to give broad 
rules of the subjects concerned and educators should be given an opportunity to instruct what he thinks 
legitimate in the radiance of those rules. For this reason Dr. Ambedkar called attention to "the teachers 
of the college should, under appropriate shields, to have whole control of the education and assessment 
of their understudies.   

The most common way of educating learning happens in human affiliation. This human 
association is conceivable through conventional schooling. Formal educating and preparing facilitates 
transmission of all assets and accomplishment in a perplexing society. By this we can say that Dr. 
Ambedkar had confidence in intelligent educating and realizing where the educator is a facilitator and 
guide, to work with the learning of an understudy. He likewise focused on self-learning for which he 
always furnished his libraries with the right sort of books and simple admittance to them. 
Dr. Ambedkar's Views on Examination                      

He seriously reprimanded the assessment framework, which was firmly connected with the 
standard of training. It is one of the resources to arrive at an end. Yet, educationists in those days believed 
that the increasing of the expectation of assessments is comparable to the raising of the standard of 
schooling. Dr. Ambedkar went against the possibility of serious assessment framework, as he believed 
that the "College can't prevail with regards to advancing exploration or in advancing training, if it makes 
the assessment framework the most important thing in the world of its presence". While giving 
alternatives for superior training Dr. Ambedkar suggested: 1. Other than assessments, understudies work 
in schools should be considered. 2. For higher degrees there ought to be proposal and oral assessment. 3. 
Number of assessments ought to be decreased to the degree conceivable, because of which a student 
would get a chance to learn various parts of training. 
Essential Education 

Essential schooling possesses a huge spot in the instructive recreation of a developing country. 
Since instructive cognizance created in India, an extraordinary arrangement of thinking has gone into 
creating satisfactory projects of essential education. When the constitution of free India was really taking 
shape. The master composers of this holy archive did not ignore the incredible public undertaking to 
accommodate essential schooling to suit the necessities and aspirations of individuals of free India. 
Article 45 of the Directive Principles of State strategy held out an extraordinary commitment for the 
small kid. Sadly a couple of miles are yet to be voyaged before the commitment can be satisfied. It is the 
essential training which is the primary phase of the whole superstructure of educational arrangement in 
India. As indicated by Indian Constitution (Art. 45) Primary training alludes to “free and mandatory 
schooling for all kids until they complete the age of fourteen years". It was in September 1882 that 
Dadabhai Naoroji requested before the principal education commission of the country that essential 
schooling ought to be made free and mandatory in India as soon as could be expected. However his 
interest was unnoticed, yet it did communicate that Indians were awakening towards the need of free and 
mandatory training. 
Higher Education                   

Babasaheb focused upon the personalities of his kin, the significance of confidence and self-
height. He urged them to take advanced education for their advancement. He thought that the progress 
of a local area generally relied on how its individuals progressed in education. That is the reason he laid 



JOURNAL OF EDUCATION: RABINDRA BHARATI UNIVERSITY 
ISSN : 0972-7175 

Vol.: XXV, No. :1(I), 2022 218 

 

                       

more weight on advanced education than on essential training. In the authenticity of higher schooling. 
Dr. Ambedkar was supportive of giving educators important opportunity to outline their own schedules 
and evaluate the presentation of their understudies. He was against recommending and following an 
unbendingly organized schedule. He established the People's Education Society (P.E.S) in 1945, what 
began a school on June 20, 1946. The establishment was established by him with the end goal of 
advancing higher education among the lower working classes and particularly among the planned 
positions. Later on the P.E.S started secondary schools, night secondary schools, inns, universities and 
different establishments. However he started the People's Education Society, still he had the perspective 
that the more noteworthy obligation for providing instructive open doors ought to be that of the 
Government. 
Conclusion                 

Idealism shifts the emphasis from the natural or scientific facts of life to the spiritual aspects of 
human experience. To the idealist, the reality is spiritual in nature rather than physical, mental rather than 
material. Ideas are eternal and unchanging.                           Prof. Arnold Reid regards pragmatism as 
activity engagement, commitment and encounter. Pragmatism is based on the concept of practice or 
workability of an idea or theory. It further believes   that  man  is  primarily an active   being, growing, 
animated,   mobile  being  who must   first   live   life  and  only   secondly   speculate   it.   Thus,   
pragmatism   sees   throughout   as intrinsically   connected  with   action.  The   value   of  an  idea   is  
measured  by   the   consequences produced when it is translated into action. Pragmatism is mainly based 
on the philosophy of John Dewey. The educational thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar are more realistic 
pragmatic than idealistic. He never believed in  mere   bookish education. He knew the importance of 
informal education along with formal education. He laid proper stress on technical and military education 
also. He encouraged co-curricular activities in all his institutions to enlarge the sphere of knowledge. He 
desired that the students studying in his institutions should come out with fully developed  personality   
in  all  respects.   In   fulfillment   of   this   ideal;   he  established  a   College Parliament in Siddharth 
College of Arts and Science.                    

His views about education of women may be controversial today, but they might be relevant to 
that time. The modem concept of education is comprehensive and lays more stress on the all-round 
development of a child. Dr. Ambedkar also believed in this concept.                 He was persistent that 
Government should give special facilities to the Backward Class students; at the same time he was of the 
opinion that the Backward Classes should make their progress themselves. Thus he was one of the great 
educationists of India. He believed that education was one of the strongest means to uplift his community 
as well as the whole nation. For Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, education was the main key to open the doors of 
light, vision and wisdom. Take education, be united and do the struggle‟ is the main message of his to 
the society and nation. He says that education and society have a bounded relationship because the 
progress and development of society is possible only through education. The power of making the man 
free from exploitation and slavery comes from education. He believed that education can act as an change 
agent to bring equality in the society. He had done plentiful to awake the depressed class, to make them 
aware of their situation, to raise their voice and showed them education as a path for their political, 
economical and social upliftment. He motivated the Dalits to merge with the upper caste in social, 
economic and political aspects through the slogan of educate, agitate and organise. Also he ensured 
educational rights of all sections of Indian society by providing certain rights under the Article 30 and 
29 in Indian constitution. 
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"Children must be taught how to think, 

……………………………Not what to think" 
Introduction - 

The World Health Organization defines life skills as the "abilities for adaptive and positive 
behavior that enable individuals to deal effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life". 

This goes on to include psycho-social skills that determine values in behavior and include 
reflective, personal and interpersonal skills. It helps in developing skills such as the spirit of enquiry, 
critical thinking and problem solving. The disciplined practice of these life skills help in developing 
qualities such as tolerance, sociability, solidarity, competency and increase one's self esteem. Life skills 
also prompt on to focus on action and generate change. This also gives us freedom of thought and action, 
thereby leading to the deliverance of the entire persona. 

It is interesting to know that life skills are different from physical/ perceptual motor skills. It has 
been proved that life skills are vital and need to be an integral part of education. The Dakar World 
Education Conference (2000) stated that all young people and adults have the right to benefit from "an 
education that includes learning to know, to do, to live together and to be", and included life skills in two 
out of six EFA goals. 

The expected learning outcome includes a combination of knowledge, values, skills and attitudes 
with special emphasis on skills pertaining to critical thinking, problem solving, self-management, 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
Education is important, but skill is most important as skill leads to knowledge and not vice versa. The 
need of the hour is to impart skill based education to our young generation so as to increase their chances 
of employability. There is strangely a wide gap between formal educational qualifications and the job 
requirements (skills). Life skills help in aligning career goals through systematic preparation, practice 
and professional outlook in a proactive way. It is therefore necessary that as academicians we start 
working towards a holistic view of education, one that connects employment and employability. It is the 
need of the hour to understand, appreciate and adopt life skills as an integral part of the curriculum. 
Identifying the lacuna and root cause of skill deficit, it is significant to promote a learning culture and 
curriculum that lays emphasis on enhancement of productivity. 

India with its size and population can be a driving force behind a globally skilled based economy. 
The one challenge that our country faces is the shortage of skilled workers. The Indian employers are 
even struggling today to find resources that match their requirements. It is significant to note that the 
shortage is not of man power for physical labor but for appropriate skilled and qualified talent. A few 
decades ago, the huge population of India was considered to be the greatest problem. The consequent 
result was poverty and the miserable condition of the unemployed. Today the same thing can be looked 
at through a different perspective. This massive population, today, is considered to be her greatest 
strength. If we can effectively plan and execute, this massive population can bring forth great returns, 
economic growth and prosperity. Here comes in the need to execute a nationwide vocational or skill 
based educational strategy. 

The International survey conducted indicates that by the year 2020 there would be a deficiency 
in the skilled man power and India would prove to be the only saving grace. It would not be wrong to 
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say that India will soon be the largest export of skilled human capital. There exists and persists a massive 
gap between what is and what can be. Although our work force is mammoth, we lack the relevant skills 
to perform effectively. Even the government of India has launched various schemes to provide vocational 
education. Vocational education focuses on imparting training/skills after formal education. Vocational 
training and skill-based education prepares for an in-depth knowledge of the job. Skills should be 
acquired with knowledge. 

It is ideal if vocational education starts from school. Skills should be developed during the 
formative years. Skills should be introduced along with the mainstream curriculum, it is evident that 
vocational programme helps in raising the attendance rate of the students, and motivates them to 
participate in a better manner. There should be a significant change and the curriculum should be refined 
to include skilled workforce. Along with the technical aspects, concepts such as dignity of labour should 
be instilled within the students. The curriculum should be inclusive of soft skills (21st century skills) and 
focus upon personality development too. Soft skills such as adaptability, time management, stress 
management, IT skills, setting priorities, leadership quality, team spirit, punctuality, multi- tasking, etc 
go on long way in refining the persona of a person. These skills add a touch of positivity to our behavior, 
personality and work place. Skill based education helps in the empowerment of our youth while helping 
them to earn and live a life of dignity. If our massive unemployed labor force is empowered, India will 
emerge as the key contributor to a global skills-based economy. 

It is time that we actually move out of the classrooms and focus on acquiring practical knowledge. 
The benefits of skill based education are myriad. Transforming theoretical knowledge into practical skills 
aids in the following: 

 It helps complementing knowledge with practical exposure 
 Helps to focus on industry recognition of knowledge and skills 
 Aids in holistic learning 
 Provides learners with apt knowledge for self-fulfillment 
 Promotes community development through the essence of innovative practices 
 Creative techniques help in raising the enthusiasm level of the students very effectively 
 Improves functional and analytical ability 
 Greater access to labour markets and livelihood 
 Enhances efficiency 
 Effective tool of augmenting democratic participation and upgradation 
 There would be a shift from telling what I know to showing what I can do 
 Aids in demonstrating learning than vocalizing knowledge 
 Ability to focus  
 Mastering the skills of life and living 
 Increases productivity 
 Helps to work more independently and develop a can do attitude 

Shaw opines that in future leaders and entrepreneurs should not be merely job seekers but should 
create jobs. She states that "It is our need to innovate by seeking new knowledge, upgrading skills and 
not accepting conventional methods". She strongly believes that management studies play a pivotal role 
in solving the many challenges that our country faces. 

The solutions/remedies that were in vogue a hundred years ago will not work today. Our students 
need to be industry ready. Our students may be technically sound but they need to be equipped with new 
skills. The biggest challenge faced by our country is not the absence of skills but the lack of proper 
mechanism to train and certify the work force. A globally accepted training and certification system 
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needs to be evolved to create skilled man power. There is a need to develop a concrete syllabus to train 
our man power. 
Conclusion - Skills and knowledge are the driving forces which help in the economic growth and social 
development of the country. The existence of skilled human potentials makes the economy productive 
and innovative. Skill availability of work force increases the quality of work and has direct relation with 
productivity. Keeping this in mind it is necessary to create quality employment and equip them with 
sufficient skills. Equipping women and harnessing their potentials should also be considered. Women's 
participation would definitely give a boost to the country's economic growths. The need is to create 
awareness among the students and their guardians regarding the need of kill-based education and its role 
in productive employment. The government should implement policies and make it an integral part of 
education. If we have to progress we should all have a single goal and that is extending quality education 
and skill development to every Indian and see that they are placed at apt work place. 
 

Live as if you were to die tomorrow, Learn as if you were to live forever. 
     -Mahatma Gandhi 
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Abstract---This research paper designs to show the quintessential 

importance of the rubrics in evaluation of the learners in the outcome 

based education. The paper attempts to communicate expectations of 

quality around a task. Rubrics is an evaluative criterion which can be 

used to measure expected levels of performance of the learners. 
Rubrics can make brilliant culmination in the traditional approach to 

assess learners. It is used to delineate consistent criteria for grading. 

Outcome based education is flourished with rubrics in evaluation 

system. Rubrics allows teachers and students alike to evaluate criteria 

which can be complex and subjective. Scoring rubrics can also provide 

a basis for self-evaluation, reflection and peer review. It aims at fair 
assessment, fostering understanding, motivating, indicating a way to 

proceed with subsequent learning. Rubrics can be classified as 

holistic, analytic or developmental. Holistic rubric integrates all 

aspects of the work into a single overall rating of the work. Learners 

can better be judged and revised by the teachers through rubrics in 
diverse kinds of evaluation. A rubric measure students work against 

real life criteria and is referred to as a form of authentic assessment. 

This research paper concentrates on the polemical interpretation of 

conventional methods used in the evaluation. Hence the methodology 

used in this paper is interpretation, analysis and description. In 

outcome based education rubrics in evaluation plays major role in 
evaluating the learners.  

 

Keywords---holistic rubric, analytic rubric, formative assessment, 

summative assessment, outcome based education (OBE) 

 
 

Introduction 

  

The purpose of learning is described in varied way. Broadly speaking, learning 

can be associated with diverse the experience. Learning can be connected with 

creation, application, production, understanding and joy of analysis. Instead 
learning is shortened to our syllabus and curriculum. It is compressed to rigid 
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syllabus. There are diverse dimensions about learning. Our learning is strictly 

related to the examination and assessment. Students become very keen and 

sometimes depressed while dealing with the legitimized questions. Examination is 

deeply related to the areas like class tests, quizzes, group projects, written 

assignments, activities, group discussions. It is big question that which will 
occupy the big space. Each learner is much beyond graduation, post-graduation 

and research. The learner is much more than a test scorer. Students are not 

standardized and testing is not teaching. Teacher tries to teach and their teaching 

crumbles down to testing.  

 

Objectives of the Study 
 

1] To understand characteristics of Outcome Based Education 

2] To apprehend the concept of conventional method of Evaluation 

3] To figure out the proper method of evaluation  

4] To interpret the quintessential role of Rubrics in Evaluation  
 

Polemical Interpretation 

 

Conventional evaluation system is relatively unpleasant experience. Students do 

not enjoy it generally. It is least discussed area in the seminars, conferences and 

symposiums. It is less preferred, less discussed topic. Evaluation somehow 
happened to be quite anxious and nervous kind of experience to the students. 

Students get rid of the examination and evaluation process. Rubrics are an 

excellent tools to use when assessing the works of students for several reasons. A 

rubric is a tool for assessment which clearly designates achievement criteria 

across all the components of any kind of student work. It can be used for class 
participation, marking assignments or overall grades. Rubrics can visually track 

progress patterns.  

 

Broadly, rubrics underpin the requirements and expectations of how students 

need to approach their assessment to achieve their learning level. For educators, 

rubrics can improve making objectivity, consistency, and efficiency. It decrease 
queries from students about assessments. It also provides the foundation of 

feedback to the students. For students, rubrics can provide explicit criteria and 

standards. It can also provide clarity in expectations of what is required. Rubric 

also provides guidance in identifying the performance gap between their 

submitted work and the desired standard. It also assist students to develop 
understanding and making judgments about the quality of their work. Rubrics 

supports our feedback process. Regular feedback is the one of the most powerful 

method to enhance students’ learning. Students need frequent opportunities to 

articulate what they know ad receive suggestions for improvement. Feedback that 

follow during learning can be active. This supports students in realizing their 

progress and respond to improve their achievements. Good feedback clarifies goal, 
expected standards that are aligned to the course learning outcomes and the 

assessment rubrics. Feedback can also enable the development of self-

assessment through reflection. It also encourages teacher and student 

conversations about learning. It enables positive motivational beliefs and self-

esteem. There are alternative methods on online platforms that are easier to 
conduct tests. One is multiple choice questions, match the following, multiples 
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responses, drag and drop, fill in the blanks, sequencing or ordering, one word for 

phrase, true or faults, select and numeric. There are many software to conduct 

examinations. But the problems is that how to evaluate the short answers and 

essays. There remains lot of subjective response of the teachers. The exactness of 
the observation of the students’ assignment stumbles here. There are two easy 

methods without using online platforms. One is use of transformations and 

another is use of micro-fine rubrics. Transformation is alternative method. There 

is question like “Define Empathy. Illustrate with an example.” If this question is 

asked to the graduate students, varied answers will come out of this question. 

The purpose of rubrics here is ensure our evaluation. The question can be 
transformed in many ways to make it more interesting rather than conventional. 

Rather a teacher can ask question by using online transformations. “Identify a 

news item from internet that you have seen recently which you feel empathetic 

about. Paste the link of the news item in the space below.” Again a teacher can 

ask one more question by using online transformation: “What the situation was 
and what kind of empathy it was?”  Here conventional question asked by 

replacing online transformations. It gives more choice and alternative to the 

learners. Here rubrics are best for assignments or projects that require evaluation 

on multiple dimensions.  

 

It can be shared to determine the degree of consensus regarding what and how 
and why a certain process is being implemented. There are four basic and 

important steps in constructing the rubrics: 1] determining topic or task, 2] 

determining criteria for success, 3] learning outcomes of objectives and 4] 

describing assessment measure.  

 
There are two types of rubrics: Holistic Rubrics and Analytic Rubrics. Holistic 

rubrics group several different assessment criteria and classify them together 

under grade heading or achievement levels. Whereas analytic rubrics separate 

different assessment criteria and address them comprehensively. In a horizontal 

assessment rubric, the top axis includes values that can be expressed either 

numerically or by letter grade or a scale from exceptional to poor or professional 
to poor. Rubrics should be uses as learning tool not always as an assessment 

tool. Rubrics always provide a comprehensive guide to the assessment. Grading 

policy is must not become the part of education. Targeting the student’s outcome 

and measuring with some evidenced criteria is not rubric. This may results into 

good mathematics, but bad evaluation and bad pedagogy. The target is learning 
outcome, not grade or marks.   

 

Benjamin Bloom developed Blooms taxonomy in 1948. It can be used for the tool 

for outcome based education. Benjamin Bloom’s Taxonomy for Learning Domains 

has a deeper insight on the development of student. His original taxonomy 

focused on three domains: Cognitive, Affective and Psychomotor. The most useful 
domain is cognitive domain. It refers to intellectual capabilities of the students 

that is thinking and reasoning. Cognitive domain provides a framework for 

acquiring knowledge and can assist teachers while designing learning activities 

and assessments. Cognitive domain comprises six development categories such as 

creating, evaluating, analyzing, applying, understanding and remembering. These 
categories support the development of a student’s intellectual aptitudes and 

skills. Blooms taxonomy can be used to help to identify the type of assessment 
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which is appropriate to support the cognitive level of development in students. By 

using a cognitive domain, assignments can be better defined and target specific 

levels of the development more accurately. Cognitive domain is appropriate to the 

student outcome and products.  

 
In the Blooms cognitive matrix, there are tools such as television shows, text 

reading, and magazine articles. A learner can use specific verbs to create 

something. This includes compose, create, design, prepare, arrange or produce. 

Another category of Blooms cognitive matrix is evaluation which comprises verbs 

like judge, measure, assess, predict, argue, critique etc. Learners can use these 

verbs in the case studies, projects, appraisals, and self-evaluation. They can use 
the database analogues such as video reflections, Google docs, blackboard 

discussion boards, Google communities etc. The next category is analyzing in 

which the learners can use verbs such as investigate, categorize, differentiate, 

examine, debate, question, compare, while, test, relate etc. They can use these 

verbs in tests, quizzes, assignments, class discussions, critical works, surveys, 
syllogisms, questionnaire and report. Applying is the important cognitive category 

which includes verbs such as illustrate, implement, demonstrate, discuss and 

use. Learners can use these verbs in demonstrations. One more cognitive category 

is understanding that comprises verbs like describe, identify, translate, interpret, 

report, summarize.  Learners can use these verbs in examples, illustrations, 

bullets, worksheets, stories, cartoons, speeches, dramas and posters. 
Remembering is last category that includes verbs such as memorize, recall, 

recognize, retention, repeat, describe. Affective domain refers to emotions and 

behavior of the students. It also concentrates of attitudes and feelings. While 

psychomotor domain refers to manual and physical skills which basically 

concentrates on skills and applications of knowledge. Blooms taxonomy helps us 
to assess the students with concentrating on the cognitive, affective and 

psychomotor domains.  

  

Benjamin Bloom talks about the taxonomy. We can certainly going to write our 

learning outcomes in a better way. Cognitive domain related to the mental aspect. 

He talks about knowledge as the first level. Bloom’s model is invaluable in the 
field of education. Linda Dunegan raised a question on Bloom’s taxonomy. 

Blooms theory is linear theory. Nothing innovation happens here. She says that it 

is doubt whether Bloom’s Taxonomy fully represent the standard and outcomes 

for the student’s in today’s society. She identified five categories of learning 

outcomes for any course of study: Base Knowledge, Hard Career Skills, Soft 
Transferable Skills, Attitudes and Values and Habits of Mind. Linda focuses on 

professionalism, real world problems, clear communication, critical thinking, 

ethical judgment, working with diverse population, creativity and innovation and 

evaluating information for credibility. Linda goes beyond Bloom’s taxonomy to 

include habit of mind. She says that these methods can best define and 

incorporate our learning outcomes and writing rubrics.  
  

Rubrics is the alternative method which comprises portfolio creation, small group 

diagnosis, observation summaries, reflective student essays, interview and focus 

group. Cooperative experiences, discussions and its variations, caste writing or 

analysis, social media based assignments, Socratic Questioning and variations, 
working models, real world simulations, laboratory research, book reviews, take 
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home examinations, preparing bibliography, craft and artefact based, videos and 

multimedia based and event based rubrics are also useful in the holistic 

development of a student. These alternative methods help students to think more 

and to be creative. 
 

Conclusion 

 

Rubric is an assessment tool that focuses on learning goals. It is not sticking to 

grading criteria always. Rubrics which match with intended learning outcomes 

are considered as best rubrics. In the rubrics teachers enable students by putting 
inferences before them which can be meaningful, appropriate, and fair to all 

relevant subgroups of students. Rubrics can use patterns of success to assess the 

strength and weaknesses of the process. Rubrics as a way of generating valid and 

reliable data at the institutional level. Changing our model of assessment is not 

based on the curricular but on the intersection of creativity, technology, and the 
logic or learning. Rubric can help faculty measure meaningful outcomes of the 

students at classroom or department level. Rubrics are powerful tool for both 

teaching and assessment. It provides clarity for both the academicians and 

students.   
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II ABSTRACT:

lndian highcr cducation sr stcur prelbrabh plavs an important role in tfue holistic ald
all-lnclusirc deicloprrtcnt o1'lturran bcings in India The quintessential core yalues of Indial
highcr cc'lucatiotl arc ltatiortal dctelopltrcnt. global corrrpetcrrcc. inculcating a value system

anlollg the studeuts. prolrroting thc technologl and quest fbr ercellence. It is 1'ortfi to frgure

otrt u'hether the higher education institutiorls are lbllolving the core values ven, honestlr,,.

This studv designs to shou' the meticulous observation of the existing problems and

prospect.s clf lndian highcr cducation svsteur lt rs quintesscntial to studr, the challelges of
highcr education and figurc or.rt the impror,'cmcnt rleasurcs and proper remedies for thc same.
'fhis rescarch papcr prescuts designs to shou' the major challenges in the higher education

u ith polemic interpretation of current svstenr.

2l KUl' \ry'ORDS: l{rglicr [:clLrcutron rnstrrutrt;ns (f{EI). Corc Valucs- CurricLrluun. MOOCs.

SWAY'AM. NSQF. lntcllcctual Consunrcnsnr. CBCS etc.

3l POL EIVITCAL TNTERPRETATTON:

Indian Educatiort sr stcm is boosting the students u ith uphill task. Therc are

goYemment. affiliated, deeured and private universities and urstitutions in India. Comparipg

vvith the u'orld's largest and qualit,r,'education. India is lacking behnd nith deficient physical

facilities. lcaming resources and tools. There are diverse reasons for the degeneration of
lndran hrghcr education The outcotne ol'the Indian Highcr Education is that it has been

pror rdrng substandard ler el of education that leads to supplv poor quality,' of pass out

students There are set eral reasolts o1 lou er level of qualitr,' in higher education. like
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svstent/stnrctLral issues. Llnavailabilitv of infrastructure. outdated s-vllabus and so on and so

forth. Hence it creates a gap betrveen higher education and employ'ability.

4l OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

I I To idcntif\ cducation s\ stcrn of India

2 | To rutderstand the nature and fturction of Higher Education s)'stem

3 | To figure out the existing problems. prospects and future consequences of Higher

Education

4l To suggest thc rcmedial measures fbr the developrrtent of Higher Education

5l Polemical Interpretation:

Inadcquatc urlrastructural lacilitatcs arrd intpropcr lr-rnding distribution to the higher

educatron irrstitntion is ma.jor problenr Highcr Educatiort lntuitions, colleges and universities,

lu India lack propcr phrsrcal lhcilities aud rnllastructural amenities. Rastriva Uchhatar

Slrrksha Abhrran (RI.rSA)" Centrallv Sponsored Scheme (CPC). launched rn20l3. It has been

takrng inrtiatir e in providing strategic fundrng to eligible state higher edncation institutions.

But this body' is making rich to the rich urstitutions Institutions frorn the villages and

minorrtr institutions quilttcsscntialh necd the firnds. bLrt RUSA has been constantlv

ncglccting thc collcgcs fiorn shantrtouns atrd rillages. In RUSA 1.0 Scheme, it has been

pror idcd fr.rnds to thosc instrtutions u hich are alreadl' established such as Indian Institutions

of Technologr, (llTs) and Goverrurrent Colleges. In R{.JSA 2.0 Scheme. it concentrated its

blessurg on the u,ell-knoun colleges and unii'ersities. This is larce in Indian education

sr stcrn UGC has also stoltpcd its firnding to thc rnstiLuttotrs u hich are economicallv and

curltgrullr ucakcr rn thc socrctr So thc rmplcutctrtation ol Lhc lirnding is not proper in the

highcr educatrori rn India So the desirablc qualitr institurtions are onh'rentained in the

dreatrrs.

Thc govcrnnrcn[ of lndran thinlis that thc ncrt problct'u ur the Indian higher cducatiotl

rs theoretical education and lorr cmplot'abilitt According to Lhcm. the curriculum of Indian

educatron svstem is not de sirably' implemented bv the institutions. Currentl-v, UGC

introduccd Naiional Sliills Qualification Framen'ork (NSQF) to non-technical instittrtiorA.

This kind olprogralr has been introduced because onlv small proportiorrs of Indian graduates

are considcred emploi ablc Thu think that placcntcttl ouLcoures also drop signilicarltlv as rve

nlo\,c a\\a\ fiom the practical educatron. This is totallr, \vrong to introduce skilled education

to the student of humanrties and social science, The govcrnment is biased to the arts and
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social science faculties- bccause there is no profit fiorn this kind of faculties. Art. literature
and social science education is meant to inculcate ethical" moral and spiritual values in the
studcnts rathcr than to ttlakc urachinc to thcm. we look to crJr-rcation in corlrnercial u,ar,. The
tttain lunction of httmartitrcs clcpartmcnts is to inculcatc lalucs. to teach a,d to delight. The
spiritual hcalth is ultimatc attl of the humanities depar[mcnt. so rllanv courses have been
introdr-rccd bl' universities and instituLions u'hich create confusion among the stude,ts. The
list ol'coltrscs and urtalfordable fue structurs to the students of r,,illages and shantvtorvns is
niajor challcnge

In the i'illages. thc probleul of loacl-shcdding of cncrgv is nra.jorproblepr. But still the
uGC' NAAC and oLher rcgulaton' bodies ol MHRD forcc us to corlnlence online coLrrses.
Na[ional Accreditation and Assessnrcnt Council insists 'liberalization ancl globalisatio, of
ecottomic actrritrcs- nccd to delelop skillcd lruman resources ol a high caliber,. (NAAC,
InstiLurtional Accreditation: Manual {br Al'l'iliatcd colleges. 2017-p 6)There is no pro'rsion to
the sttrdent ii ho is econotrilcallr belou por crtr line. UG(' has instated e'er1, institution to
irltroducc CBCS patlern to the students of higher education. But is there any provisio, to the
sclcctron ol'thc tcachcrs- thcir hortoraliurnr and thc scparaLc trnrc table lor the,c\\,coLlr.scs. So
thc sltortagc o1'lactrltr ancl liigh student ratio is ccntral problcm ip the higher education
rnstittltlons Choice bascd crcdit srstcn'r is ouc of thc nralor problerns i, India Higher
Education svstetrt. GoYerutttent is ven' passir c about the new recruitment and their focus is
on tctnporarr teachers u ith clock hour basis To rntrocluce the neil' initiati'e like choice
Bascd crcclit srstcltt is tlctt challcngc Flcrrbrliti in thc sr llabus is realll appreciatjre and
prais$rorlit-r but tcaching o1'choicc bascd sLrb.jccLs nccci nu:\\ trmc table. ertra fhcultr lvith
rcasollablc honorarilttrt to tltcttr is cluitc r-rnbcarablc ancl Lnurlanageable. Most of the
unrrcrsitics and Highcr Education urstitutions arepassir,c about Choice Based Credit S)rstem.

Onc lllorc rcasoll lbr thc dcgcncration ol- Inciian highcr cducatiol s'ste,r is lorv
qualrtr rcscarch $ ork. Most or the rcscarch papcrs. prolccts. thcses a1d artrcles are not
authentic and original Thc research u'orks are not contributing to the development of l,dian
socrctr So this is a kind of intellectual consumensm. Intellectual consllmerist attitude is n6t
incLrlcatine the utilitarlan t'alues among the societr' lmpact factor is one more farce rvhiclr
crealcs thc challcnge in thc Inclian eclucation s-rstcrn Inrpact tactor to the local problenrs are
lort Ei'etr the local issue n hich is published ur anv rescarch.journal has not been r,al,ed bv
thc Inderes and Citations. So the international .ioumals. citations. indexes and i,rpact factors

\,
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haYe not bcetr considering to the local issues" challenges and cultures. India lacks the proper
educatronal budget to and its expenditure to soll'e the problems of colleges and universities.
So the lou bLrdgels and \\ror1g cch-rcational policr crcatcs such kind of disaster in thc higher
education' Nolt' a davs- tJGC inlrocluccd Consortium lbr Academic and Research Ethics
(CIARE) to confirtn the prevention of academic clelurquency that comprises plagiarism in
acadcnric u'riting amollg research candidates. There are sonre reasons behind the introduction
of these Ire$' .ioltnrals Thev promote high qualitr, research. publication ethics and academic
integritr Thcr also pronlotc to pril cnt dubious ancl predaton .journals. This sounds like
atrthcrrtication olintcllectr-ral aulhoritv Most ol'the CARE Journals listed urder the SCOpUS
inder Sontc CARE Jounlal lists conrprise the Journals fi-om abroad. If the writer knolvs
regional larlguagc and har ing rcse arch u itlr local issues. thc CARE Joumals do not consider
this 'fherc are local issues lrlie lanrcr's suicrde. problenrs and prospects of tribal
collltnlttrit'ics- crinllnal and nonradic tribcs. A rcscarcher u ith local language cannot reach to
CARE Jounrals- bccattse langr.rage beconres the ma.jor barricr to him. So the CARE jo,,rals
lack the considerations ol Local Thinl.iing.

l\'{inistn ol'Htrtttan Rcsourcc Dcr clopnrcnt (MHRD) u ith thc help ol.lndia, Irrstitutes
o1- I'cchnologr' (llT) comlttcnccd irurorativc idca ol'cclucation sile that is Stud,v Webs of
Actrt c L'carning lbr Young Aspirirrg Mincls (SWAYAM) It is Massive Open Onli,e Course
ivhich is fi'eed to the students. This kind of education sr stem transformed chatk qncl talk
rnethttc[ tnlo 'l'echnic'ctll.t' l'.'n(tblecl Clcr.s.s uith irrrages and graphs. Off course this is 'er'innotatirc inrtiatirc But is it a{'lbrdablc to thc str-rdents ol'bclou porertr line') To startonline
cducattotl- tlrc basrc rnliastnrctural lacrlitr Irlic smart-boarcls. conrputers. Iaptops- tabs are

cssctrtral Irtslitutrons lrhich arc in ccononric crisis harc bccn lackirrg the budget to start such
krnd of Onlinc Education. Et'en a smartphone. internct bill is not affordable to the
underprivilcgcd sttrdcrrt Indian cducation sr stcnr nrust accluaurt our stuclenrs globallr as rvell
as Lltcrc shor-rld bc local cottuection. II-thrs happcrls ur c\cr'\ ursLrtutiol. Ildia rvill defi,iteh.
proYe itsell'uorth atrd meauingftil The core values of Indian Education s-vstem are best, but

Hutlan Resource Developnrent. Government of India introduce d, Ncrrjonal Ec{rcatiou
Prtltc'.t'' 2019 Nhich is 'lbundccl on thc guridmg goals of access. equitr,'. qualitr,. affordability
and accoturtabilitr''. (K. KasLurtrangan.3) it focuses on an India-centred educatio, svstem
tltat contributes dircctlt to [ranslbrming our nalion sustainably into an equitable a,d vibrant

t,
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kno*lcdge societ\. br'' providing high qualitv education to all. The major pro'isions of The
National Educatron Policr' are \\'ell-resourced multidisciplinan' institutions" broacl based
libcral arts uttdergraduate cducation u ith llexiblc curricular structrres. creati\;e combinations
ol'studr'. multiple etttr\" and exit points. It also advocates prolbssional education as a, integral
part ol'higher education institutions and el11po\\'ered governance and autonomy for higher
cducation institutions It ltas also prorrision to establish National Research Foturdation (NRF)
to catalvze research and innovation TIre Ncw Education Policv carves nerv institutional
archilcclr"rrc Therc ll'ill bc collsolidation of crrrent 800 urir.ersities and tbrtr,, thousand
ittstittrtior-rs uill bc rcduccci irrto fifteen thor-rsand Even all higher education institutions rvill
bc cortsolidated rrtto thrce tvpes of rnstitutions. T),pe one enrbraces Research Universities
Nllrcll has cqual Ibcus oll rcscAI'ch and tcachrng Tipe tuo compnscs Teaclring Uli'crsities
uhrclt has its printan focr-rs ott Leaching \\ith signilicant lbcus orr research apd trrpe three
includes atttotromous degree granting colleges u,ill be almost erclusirrell,' focus on teachmg.
This is the malor challenge in the realnt of higher educatron If the fort-v thousand institutions
iiill bc rcclttced into filtcen thousand institutions. there u.ill be big loss of the teachers
$orking in thc institution It uill bc challcngrng to acconrnrodatc theremainipg teachers into
tltc n,--$ S\ stclt'l

Thc National Education Polio' also adi'ocates the liberal education with broad
multrdisciplinan'' expostre It also mentions the terms like creative combination of discipli,es
of studr lt also rclbrs tltastcr-s atrcl doctoral cducatron uIrrch pioridcs rcsearch basecl

spccraitzatiotls 'T'hc rlla.ior pl'oblcrtt ol'thrs cclrrcarron s\stcr)r rs ccpl.raliz-ecl s1 llabgs. 'l'his ca,
crcatc chaos uithout considcration ol- gcographical. cr-rltural and societal problems a,d
prospccl's Anr sl llabus nccd to consider thc bottommost stuclcnts and consider the r,ietvs of
stakcholdcrs Lo liarrrc thc svllabus Thc Eclucation Polio rrsccl the plrasc 'traditional r,alue
s\stcrll ol"Sci'a. Nishkalrl Kantta-(Thc Natiorral Eclucatron Policr.p 96) and c'en thcr used

ollc lllorc plrrase such as 'traditional linon ledge sy,stem' (The National Education policy,, p.
()())' Thcse phrases sound like one-sided approach and or-rtlook tor,vards the education. It
seems like denunciation of otlrer religion and enunciation of particular religion. This leads td
partlal- inequitablc and mislcadrng approach tou arcls othcr religions. India is heterogeneous

circlc $hich colrprises dircrsc culturcs" corlmurrities. ideologics. beliets. But the vague and

atlbtguolts phrases tend to signifv biascd and unlar attiludc to the other religions and
culturcs. l'he National Education Policv is not all-inclusir e and encompassing ratSer it is
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authoritatir e bv using tlre tvords

cultures. castes and creeds into

secr-rlar r alue svstem. The policv'

Valucs.

6l coNcl,rrSroN:

T'o improvc t.hc hrghcr education sr stcnr. u,e need to Ibcus on developing curriculum,

rescarch attrtude. Highcr cducation must uplift underprivileged students and institntions,

rsvanlp llnancial aided prograrns. facilitate alliance and industrial tie up. The memorandum

of undcrstanding arrd thc ulcnlorandum ol cooperatiou anroug thc instittrtions. local culture,

global institutrons and industn arc qurntcsscntial lbr the clcrcloltnrent olhrgher education
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like traditional values The does not attempts to gear all

inclusion Rathcr it ercludes the farsighted constitutional,

deliberatelv ncglected the basic. universal and humanistic
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I I Abstract:

Language ts a ccntral qucstiort in postcolonial theon and literahrre. The

Ittcratr uritcrs ancl tlrr-.orists ol'postcolonial discoursc protcst against the colonial

practice of inrposing English language on the colonrzecl. The language of the

colonial pcoplc \\AS rnorc aLrtholrtal.rr c. olrprcssir c ancl discrinrinatir e. The

Europeatt sclrolars. uritcrs anct thconsts nrtcntronallr strcngthcned thc sLrprerllacl

o1'English language over other languages. Literatures nritten in the English

lartguages ltar''c beett cotrsiclerecl as Anglophone literaftrres The lorvll' status of
nrareinalizecl language of native courmunities has been replaced b1' English

langr"rage. This languagc has beeu cousidcred as rneasure of intellectualiry, and

uorld-u'idc acceptecl languagc. English o\erconles r arious lbrnts of resistauce ou

thc part ol rvrrters flonr thc subtugatcd societics rr,ho pr:ornoted their endangered

oral languages English u,riters continr-red to rvnte iu one r.vith the porverlirl

litcran traditions" rrntiI it talic root irr poslcolorrial socrctios. ulrcre it is cnibracccl

br Anglolthtlrr.r \\ nt.r's

'[his rc:search papcr dcsigns to intcrprct thc authontr and enunciation of

English languagc as a rnethod of crprcssion or rcprcsentation in the realm ol'
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liostcolonlal [rtcraturc ancl thcon. It has a clccp and abrding concern lor

hcgcnronrc structr.rre ol'Englislr langr"ragc and hou it dcnrolishes all the rtative and

indigcnous culturc and langurage.

2l Key Words: Postcolonial. Hegenronr'. Pou'er Politics. Enutrciation.

Eurocentric. Anglophonc. Anglophilc- Dccolonisatiorl ctc

3l Objectives of the Study:

I I To identifi the realur of literary language

2 | To understard the dichotoml, betu,een native/ indigenous and English

lartuuagc

i I To intcrpret the authontatir c I'unction ol English language in

Postcolonial literaturcs

{l Introduction:

Languagc is a ucapon ri'ithin thc contcrt of postcolonial studies. The

uritcrs of postcolonial litcraturc l'rrst undcrstoocl thc licgentottic structure of

English languagc. Then thev investrgate this practrce as a part of the s1'stematic

oppression of inrpe rialism in postcolonial societies. Thel' consider its

consequerlce orl the ph1'sical. ps1'chological. intellectual and cultural u,ell-being

ol- coloniz.ed people

5l Analysis:

Edr,i ard Sard's seminal book Orientalism (1978) irtvestigates the

Anglocentric vieu s of language. He cottceutrates on the portra-vals of Orients

uithin u'ritinrl and as a pcoplc. through studrirrg iarious n'orks he unlocks the

nr isconccptrorrs nr adc in \\'cstcr-rt cultrrrc [::.dri ard Sard attacl..s orr the F.trroccntric

rieu,s on oricntal and indigenous pcrsons uhich are represented in history'.

\J
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lrtcraturc. rclrgious scnptures and olhcr arts. Sard gocs agaillst to ths

rnisrnterprctatiolts of u,estem rvr-iters. histonarr and litcrary rvriters.

Edu'ard Said attacks oll the vieu' of Fricdrich Schlegel, a French

plrilologist. He starts to look at the Ianguages of orient as uncivilrzed,, uncultured

and rough-cdged This is colonial policr. This is a cultural lrcgenlonv to posscss

on the colonizcd This is again a Eurocentric outlook on the oriental language

u hich is false and f ictitious statenrent. Edrvard Said brings out Friedrich

Schlegel's biased perspective about orient languages represented in m-vths and

lrteraturc Fricdnch Schlcgel uas Igtl' ccntnn' Frcnch philologists He studiecl

Sanskrit lattuuagc in Pans. Hc also sttrdrccl Scrnitrc IangLragc. ('hinese arcl African

lartqttaqc. Hc proposcs that thc languagc o1' Scrn ites and the language of
,\iltul;ttntoltr. l'lte Zand .Avu,rlhcr crntl 'l'he (lprrnt,shutlrr is backrvard. unaesthetic.

aggltrtirtatir e (dif'l'icult u'ith coutplex rvord order). and urechanical. He protests

agatnst thc idca proposcd rn Waltcr Scott's novel 'l.crlrrmqn iihich dinrinishes thc

genesis of Muslittts attd surblinrates Chrrstiauin Hc adrnits that these easteni

Ianguages are different- inferior. lou,-graded and nrediocre.

Edr,lard Said savs that textual attitr"rde is false to understand the tnrth. Said

sa\s that ltuntatt lilt rs urrtderstood bi tcrt What boolis says that becornes

atrthcntic irr thc socictr But sonrctinrcs thcsc tcxts fhlsclr interpret the ri'orld. For

cratttple. Biblc is rnr.th and it interprets the riorld nlore sy'rnbolic u,a)'. This book

docs rrot rcprcscnt thc realitr'. Voltaire's (qnclitle and Cen,atrtes' Don Oilxote are

the bool*s do not tell the true history of thc Spain The above books are false-

intclprctattort or utisirrtcrlrrctaticln of- thc uorlci Sard sar s that thcrc is no onc to

orlc corrcspondcncc bctrlecn thc tcrt and rcalrtr. Thc llrst ntovc Said nrakes in his

essa,v is cstablishing the textual attitude of rvriters and reader. He say's the

larrguage o1'the colontal texts creates false-consciousness anlorlg the orients.
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Ngugi Wa Thtong o s l)ecoloni.sing the Mincl; 'l'he Polilic,s o.f [,crngtqge in

Af iccrn [,iterahre (1986) is a cntical treatise advocates for linguistic

decolonization. The book helps us to strengthen his preenrinent voice theorizing

the lartguage dcbate in postcolonial srudies Hc proposes that larrguage of Afnca

ts not3ust alien clttrt\ or autortotltous rncdlunt rathcr rt is connected deeply'rvith

societies. conttnuttities and psvchologl'as r,r,cll. He advocates his orvn language

Grkuy'u r,rhich is pen,'asive and socio-cultural lorce to him. Giku.vu is most natural

artd pen'asive language to express Afncan nrincl and culture. Language is ruedilux

ol- coltttt.turticatton as ricll as it rs carricr ol- culturc Language carries cr-rlture ancl

culture carrics tlte orature and lrteraturc. Language carries cntire bodies of- values

br nhich a pcrson carl corlle to perceir e hinrself or herself and his or her identitl

in the rvorld. Language is indispensible part fiom ourselves as a colnrnunih,of us

u rth specrl-ic hrston rclated to us. Hc proposcs lhat hori native latguage has

specificalh assoctatocl urth spccilic lbnn anci charilctcr Ngugi sars that langr"rage

is socio-cultr.rral force. u,hich carries histories. i,,alues and aesthetics of culture.

Ngugi Wa Tliiong'o states. "Lauguage as culture is the collectir.e rlenlory bank of
a people's erperiertce iu histon' Culture is alnrost indistinguishable from the

language that nral<cs possible its qcncsis. grou.th. banking. articulation, ancl

indeed its tratstuissron fronr one generation to the nert.'' (Po,st-colonicrl Stuclie.s

[leacler- p 2tt9) He sal s the author *'ho is not an African and he u,rites about

Africa and its culture The question anses here u,hcther the work of non-African

rtritcr qualifr lbr crprcssinq.\ltican rrrind.,,\s hc proposcs that tlre borroued

tollgucs carlnot c.lrn thc ucight ol' .\ll'rcurr crpcricrrcc Onll t.he prot'crbs-

clurtclics. . idiorus. Iolklorcs carl c\prcss Alrican urind and culfure. African

language has its ou,rt rhvthnr and that spccch rhvthnr cannot be expressed through

borrou'ed tottgues. '"l,artguage \\'as rro[ urcre string o1'rvords. It had a suggestive
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por'r'er r\'ell berond the irnrncdiatc ancl lexical nreauing. Our appreciation ol:
stlggestive rrragical porver of language \\,as reinforccd bv the gaures q,e play,ed

u ith rvords through riddles" proverbs. transposition of sl,llables. or through
Itottseltsical butntusicallv arrartged ri,'orcls. So u,e lcanrt the rnusic oi.onr language

orr tlre top ol'thc contcr"rt^' (Po.st-coroniol sinrc/ies. llectclet.. p. 2g7).

Ngugi outu'its colonialisrn u,hich has bsen deliberatell, undenaluing
-'people's culfi;re. their dfl, dances. dances. religions, history, geographl,

edrrcation. orature attd literahrre" (Po.:t-c:olonicrl ,\trrc{ie,y lleacler. p. Zg0). The
languagc ol'All-ican child's lbrlral cducatron is lorcign and thc lalguagc of his
cc'rttceptltalization is also lbrcign So tlterc is no orle to olle correspoude,ce
bchreen his school language and thc lanquagc hc uscs in his oun enlironment
like faulilv and cottttttuuitl There is dissociation ol'sensibilih'betrveen rvhat the
child leartls and ltotr he ltr cs in natural and social environurent. Thc
clisassociation or alicrlatiort bccotucs clcar uhcn colonral langr.rage beconres

carrier of cr-rlture. Ertglish as a colonial language is most artilicial la,guage to
c\press thc culture ol'Afiica. This hc calls as "colonial alienation" or process of
Irraking ''colonial child" (Decolonr.sing the A4inct. p 391) Ng,gi arg,es that
English is cultural bornb that annihilatcs prc-colorrial lristories a,d ide,tities.
people's beliel'in their llatltes. in their enrironurents and in their heritage of
stnrggle Ngugi ofl'crs anti-inrperialistic perspccti\ e rvhile u,riting literature.
histoT and culturc of his or lter nation He I'areri,ells the English language frorrr
Aliican c<intincnt rihrch lras bccn rnaking-ccllorrial chilcl'to nlan\ A[ncans.

Mar;crr Fcc-s l'l'ho ('un l'l'rrlc c/,\ ()thc,r fbcurscs olt tlre lcgiti,ratc
rcpresentatron of thc l'acts through languagc Authenticitr, of fact 6as rrot been

u'ritten in alien langtrage. The I'acts of nrinoritv harc been rvritten i, the style of
nraioritl strlc artd parlrcularh in Enrrlish. Shc sar-s that tlrc nati'e rvriter has to
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\\rite about their o\\;11 experiences. Thc uork \\'rittcn b1'the'other'cannot be

totalh' neutral arld preludice arld stercot)'pe free. She sa,vs that the idea of

authenticin is rtrvth. relativc and context bound Bill Ashcralt proposes that

English tcrt unablc t.o conrnrur"ricate a non-English cultural nreaning. English terts

are based on the tnisconception of the uav language mcarls. E. K. Brathwaite

dcntonstratcs Nation language as Iarlguage rvhich attcrrrpts to recover lost origins.

linguistic t'ariations ofl the region. Braj Kachru detennines English language as

ethnographic tool to cxprcss natir c rcalitr He statcs. "Thc English language is a

tool o1'pou'cr. donritrattott and elitist identitv and of'conrrnunication across

corttirterrl.." (l)o.:'tt'olonrcrl ,\'trLtlie.s llctrclcr. p 2l)ll. Hc proposes English has

gained neutralttr. itt r rcri to express ethnographic reali['. To him, English has got

ncrrtralitr. tlc\\ po\\cr basc and ncrr clrtisllr rcprcscnt rndigcnous culturc.

Langtragc anglophiles gencrallr rcgard English as a nraster of all

lartguages er en tholrgh it is not their urdigenons language . The indifferellce for

tlteir ou,n language and sublinre tbr English larrguage is the preiudiced attitr.rde

deeplv rooted in thc anglophile characters. To them. the English langr.rage is

associatcd u ith ntodenritr and fl'ccdoni This corlcent about language is

aurtlroritatirc. discriruinative biascd and hegenionic. Honri Bhabha in his Location

of ('tilnr.re discusses tltat people look colonial language iu sontetvhat language of

culture" language of intellectualih.. languagc of nrodcnritl' and standardization. He

c\ cll sa\ s thcrc nt ttsI bc cpistcrtrolou,ic:ol. irnpcrsorral and rational pcrspecti\rc

lou,ards crrltural dircl'srtr. ilc tltrnl,.s that pcitltlc arc losine consl.antlr their first

spacc/ indigenorrs spaco in thc nrulticultural situation In thc ltl,brid or thirclspqce,

tlrc selflrood. languagc and culture becorne atnhivolerzr Thel,divert their orvn

endangered languag. O..rrr. it is the larrguage of dovrntrodden. language of
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shantl"torvn conllllttllitv and language u.hrch is associated with slayishness in to,e
and attitudc.

Kiran Desai"s 'l'ha lnherilctncc o.f' l,os,s dcals rvith same probler,. Kiran
Desai's 7'he Inheritctnce o.f Los.s explores u,ith insight yarious contemporary

intemational issues suclt as nrulticulturalism. rnodenritr,, impact of globalizatio,.
life of immigrants. hy'bridtzation and anglophilia. Jerngbhai Popatlal patel, the
protagonist- is not att Anglicrzed Gu.iaratr Judgc uho coqld assirnrlate into the

cutltltres of his origrrt because ol'his dcsire to nrirnic the English colo,ral ide,tit1,
rror courld lrc lullr don thc rnuclt coi'ctcd Westcrn iclcntitl . Anglolthilicr ismajor
ISSue rn the Indian Enghsh ttor els. lt rs an iclca has cluiltesseltial yalue tbr e\erl
postcolonial litcraturc- sincc thc Enelish har c lcft an ineraclicable irnpressiou over
the colonized nations. lonq afier ther har c sonc Anglophilc characters har.e sollte
rie$ tor'rards English language and culture that is sublilre and r"rplifting and

sometiures thev f'eel inf-erior about their indigellous language.

6l Conclusion:

Thc propositions rttadc br thc postcolonial u,ntcrs anci theorists ollfbr
diicr-sitr ol'ricus rcgardirtg langr"ragc. Sonrc arc pro-Elglis5 u,.r-itcrs a,cl sonre

protcst against tlrc Etrroccltlric ricu,s about languagc. Postcolonial Iiterature everr

pro.jects tltc conseqtlcrtcc oI anglophilc charactcrs. T'hc alglop;ile characters har.,c

bcctt t0t'lt bctrrcctt Frlelislr lututrtuo;rrrrl iriiliucrrous larrururgc EngIish lang,agc

eiltlscs btrl ltlss Iti tlt" ttttlt!ictltirts.tt]rrrru. llstr.:r-\ lpti larrulitqrt. T'hc pclstcolonial

\ ritcrs u itlr thcir ntcttculous obscn atiorrs irrvcstigatc t6e aut6cnticit-v- or
gcttuittetress ol tratir e language and the false consciousless and hegemonic

attitudcol'Euglish as a loreign languagc {
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Abstract:

Dalit literature traces back its origin in revolutionary struggle of Dalits against socio-

economic, cultural and religious manipulation of rigid cultures, orthodox religions and

conservative ethnic groups. [t mainly highlights on the vrctimization of Dalits and the forms

of oppression. It brings the consciousness of being Dalit in the context of established,

authorized and legitimized classes, castes, religions and races.This research paper

concentrates on unique nature of Dalit literature. The paper also attempts to show the

significance of victimization of Dalits which they found in the optimism of freedom from

torture, oppression, manipulation of established castes in India.

Key Words: Dalit, Hegemooy, Established Caste, Grand Narrative, Orthodox, Resistance,

Aesthetics etc.

Introduction:

The Dalit writers figure out the oppression of Dalit protagonist in his or her struggle,

patience, optimism, education against the torture, suffering and cruelty of the established

upper-castes. It found its aesthetics in the strong views and ideologies of Buddha, Phule,

Shahu and Ambedkar. Dalit literature protests against most of the mythological and

metaphysical idea of Hinduism such as manipulation, divinity, inequality, authority,

discrimination and finally enunciation of Hindu rituals and beliefs. It is also called as

aesthetics of resistance and aesthetics of revolution against all orthodox views of Hindu

philosophy

This awareness of victimization in the social, economic, cultural and religious

context makes Dalit more revolutionary, depressed, fragmented and alienated. Rather some

philosophical background of Phule, Shahu and Ambedkar brings hope and optimism to fight

against all the brutalities, authorities and perpetuated values of domrnant castes and

religions. Their views like education, liberty, equality, superiority, harmony and humanity

bring wonderful hopes and anticipations among the Dalits. Their literature actively worked

for the deconstruction of conservative and tradrtional identities linked wrth Dalits and
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depressed classes. The views of all the above writes make the renaissance and upliftment of

oppressed Dalits in India.

Analysis:

The writers from established classes and castes write literature is mainly known as

mainstream literature. Rather Dalit writers who write about their own pain, agony, grief,

pathos and anguish become the alternative stream of writing. It either becomes parody of

mainstream literature or subversion of grand narratives. The mainstream literature

represented beautiful thoughts, sublime emotions, romances, heroism, mysticism and beauty

of established culture. The mainstream literature is an enunciation of imagination rather than

naked, unclothed and harsh reality. Dalit literature with its own distinctiveness focuses on

the apocalyptic feelings, taboos, non-parliamentary actions in the beginning. [t brings all

unaesthetic, agglutinative feelings from the world of ghetto.(Llntouchables or the Clhildren

of Indian Ghetto)

Dalit writers represented the lives of Dalits their milieu, their culture in their

writings. Humanity, equality, brotherhood and fteedom are the issues are the foundation of

Dalit writing. Dalit writers presented very rational, ethical and social aesthetics for the Dalit

literature. It is Sharankumar Limbale, Omprakash Valmiki, Arjun Dangle and Harish

Mangalam rejected the aesthetics of mainstream literature.

Sharankumar Limbale is renowned Dalit writer uirose appeal. is "equality, freedonl

justice and love which are basic sentiments of people and society. Values of equality,

freedom, justice and solidarity are inherent to Dalit literature" ('fov'ards. p, I l9-120) These

values are qurntessentially important than pleasure and beauty. He says Dalit literature is not

for imagination, entertainment, or for pleasure principle. It gives stance to representation of

uncovered reality of Dalits. Its first aim is to create consciousness or awareness of pains and

agonies of Dalits. This kind of literature is based on reality rather than beauty. He proposed

and protested to that literature which "promotes equality, freedom and justice and which

emphases the centrality of the human being and society". (Tov,ards, p. 119) He also says

that Dalit literature rejects spiritualism and abstraction, its aesthetics materialistic rather than

spiritual. (T'ou,ards, p. I l6).

Sharatchandra Muktibodh in his book llhat is Dalit Literahtre? gave details of

typical elements of Dalit aesthetics. He proposes, 'Dalit sensibility seeks to bring about
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compatible changes in the social consciousness, it is

optimistic and revolutionary.'(Wat is Dalit Literuture?

are common attributes to common reasons.
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rebellious as well as fundamentally

p.267). He says sufferings and woes

U-

Dalit literature uses vernacular narration in their wntings. Namdev Dhasal in his

Golpitha (1972) uses taboos and non-parliamentary words which shows his agony and

anguish against the rotten, discriminative and unsympathetic systems of upper-castes. His

poems deviate all the standard norms of mainstream literature The blasphemy of Indian

ghetto is represented with harsh realities. His poem Man, You Shoulcl Explode from the

anthology Golpilha expresses the freedom with using taboos. He has always non-aesthetic

approach towards his life. His words and images are highly disgusting and derogatory.

Man, you should explode

Yourself to bits to start with

Jive to a savage drum beat

Smoke harsh, smoke ganja

Chew opiunr, bite lalpari

Guzzle country booze- if too broke,

Down a pint of the cheapest dalda.

His poems do not follow any rhymes and rhythms to create aesthetic pleasure rather

they represent dirty, agglutinative taboos and torturing emotions. The images and symbols

are bestial, nauseating and repulsive. His emotions are hideous, vulgar and revolting. The

disgust, foul, obscene and uncouth is rather shown wrth a full of pride. He accepts the

disgust and ugliness of life as it is. He presents the uncouth, uncivilized and coarse reality in

cacophonic words. Following lines from his anthology Gandu Bagicha (1986) present harsh

discordant mixture of sounds with disgust:

O Arsefuckers park!

Your city of insatiable angels

I bear a crow) of agony on my head;

A luminous fountain of African anguish;

A wound has found its home in my heart-

Even words cannot open its doors.
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There are some images which connote derogatory environment of the world of
prostitutes. He puts in his orxm words: "There are neither flowers / not leaves; / neither trees

/ nor birds. / All this is mimicry by mercy of His grace."(Gandu Bagicha). His poem Ifre

Cnrclty expresses incongruous and ludicrous statements.

I am broken by the revolt exploding inside me.

There is no moonlight anywhere

There's no water everywhere.

A rabid fox is tearing off my flesh with its teeth;

And a terrible venom-like cruelty

Spreads out from my monkey bone.

Namadev Dhasal proposes that poetry is a political expression. Such portrayals of
underprivileged have been seen as very pathetic and contemptible characters. He uses the

animal images to express beastial quality of human being. Dhasal expresses a vivid self-

experience distresses, degradations, discomforts, anguishes, disturbance, miseries,

scarceness, and atrocities into his own writing.

Arjun Dangle's seminal poem Ret,olulion represents the inhuman attitude of
conservative Hindus towards Dalits. The poem opens up with the wretched and inhuman

conditions of Dalits. As a matter of fact the miserable condition of men was as worse as

anirnal His poems are satirical and grotesquely pathetic which counterattacks on orthodox

Hindus. The pathetic conditions of Dalits presented in the poem are a satire on or-thodox

Hindus in general and orthodox Brahmins in particular. Dalit intellectuals participated in the

movements by composing song and writing ballads, and through traditional fblk art such as

tamasha and jalsa.

The literary expressions of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's philosophy and movement

during his lifetime were more or less of this kind. Rejection of traditional religious culture,

language and other ethnic values and growing awareness of their backward contains is the

corunon foundition of their writing. Ambedkar made the subversion of Ancient Indian

history. His narrative version is alternative and counter narrative to Vedic, Puranic views of
Indian culture and history His seminal book Wo trere the Shudrus? traces back the racial

history of Shudrus in India Dr. Ambedkar officially demolishes the authority of Vedic

traditional views about social structure. Ambedkar rejected the rigid systems of caste in
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India. Manusmriti a rigid religious text supports the four tarna.r in which Shudras were

considered as inferior and subservient to the upper-castes.There is aversion and disgust of
upper castes against downtrodden and Dalits. In his seminal book, T-he Buddha and His

Dhamma, Ambedkar designates the quintessential issues which concerned him all through

his life. He not only encouraged the wisdoms of Buddha but gave new understandings

appropriate for the present context. His picture of Buddhism focused more on the social

message of Buddha. He proposed Buddhism over other religions The Buddhist teachings

ltke Praclnl,a, Kartrna ancl Sannta gave energy to the oppressed and downtroddens (T'he

IJudclha anLl His L)hanrma, pp 285-325).Buddhism emerged as an answer to the evils that

existed in Brahminic society. Buddhism was the revolution against Brahminic society.

Buddhist religion has rational potentiality with all kinds of intellectual and moral base. The

distinct aesthetics that covers in Buddhism rational questions to all rituals, orthodox

systems, and the ideologies based on the inequality and discrimination,

There is no such theoretical premise like Dalit aesthetics which we can explore in the

literary works of Dalit writers expect Sharankumar Limbale's seminal treatise T'otyarcls an

Aesthetics ,lf Dalit Literafirre. Rather it is reasonably right that aesthetics of Dalit is the

aesthetics of resistance which protests against the orthodox social orders and metaphysics of
Hindu Secondly, aesthetics of Dalits rejects the Indian orthodox questions of beauty, ethics.

Dalit literature resists contradictory ideologies, unfathomable ethics of dominant social

castes and cultures. The epistemology of Dalits is quite contradictory to the hegemonic

ideas, beliefs and values of dominant social classes and castes. Dalit aesthetics concentrates

more on the rejection of polytheism and cultural hegemony of the ideology of orthodox

Hindu religion.Dalit aesthetics rejects the pitfalls of aesthetics which proceeded from

metaphysics. It more concentrates on the materialistic and ethical perceptions of reality. It

considers the diverse faculties of the public discourse on inequality, discrimination in a rigid

caste system of India Dalit aesthetics is based on the life experience of Dalits in their

disastrous situations. It is quintessentially drawn from a social structure based on the

principles of equality, fraternity, Iiberty, justice. Dalit aesthetics raises Dalit consciousness

It makes conscious to the Dalits about their inferiority, fragmentation, oppression,

starvation, discrimination, This consciousness makes Dalits to reject the conseryative,

-\
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conventional caste-based religious order which

resistance is called as aesthetics of resistance.

Conclusion:

ISSN:0971-21-13

Vol-3 I -Issue-09-April-2020

was legitimized earlier. This kind of

Finally, it is notable to say that Dalrt literature can be found in consciousness of
Dalits. That is also found in the rebellion against all contradictory rituals and metaphysis of
Hinduism. It also explores in resistance to the legitimized and perpetuated ideas, values and

beliefs of hegemonic Vedic cultures. By adopting vernacular medium as method of narration

and expression, Dalit literature all the way protests against the marnstream style of writing.

lt becomes a part of subversion of all grand and hegemonic way of writing.
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I I Abstract:

Disabrlity, whether rt is physical or mental imparrment, has many connotations,

Traditronallv it has negative implications, however modem outlook with disability is quite

supportr\e. positive and constructive Tradrtionally, particularly in literature, it is associated

negatire ,,alues such as ugllness. crookedness. malpractice, saclomasochism, guilt-ridden mind

and ntanY ntore drstortions Anciettt ntyth and literature ts archelype to modern literature and

culture \&'e know that drsability exist today and it traces back its roots in ancient period. Greek

literary rvriters especially dramatists like Sophocles. Euripides and Aeschylus used images of

organs ot bod-y" somettnres distor-ted, crooked and deprir,'ed and sometimes wrth hideousness and

dreadfulness. Historical rmplications abor.rt the disability can found in Sophoclean

trilogy ()eclipls' I?ex, Oeclilnts at Colorus and Antigone.

'l'his researclt paper designed to show historical implicatrons and modern outlook towards

disability with reference to the ancient Greek pla-y-s performed by Sophocles, Eunpides and

Aeschylus. The paper also designates the modem and supportive alternative value system

regarding physical and mental impairment. It protests against the negative values, beliefs of

ancienl uLrout drsabr Irtr

2l Key Words: drsabrlity, visual imparmlent, anthropomorphrc being, mental impairment etc.
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3l Objectives of the Study:

I ] To urderstand the concept of disability

2] To tntcrpret hrstorical irnplications of'disabilrh- represented in ancient Greek plays

3] To study'modern outlook of ancient implications of the word disability
4l lntroduction:

'fhe term disability or f'unctronal rmparrment rs an rmpairment that may be cognitive,

intellectr.ral, physical mental or sensory or some combination of these. It is considered as

depressrng, down-beating and qurte disappointing to the individual and society. Modem outlook

has changed the perspectrve of drsabrhty. lt changed the attrtude towards looking disabihty.

Modern chsabrlity study concentrates on discursive views and practices of disability It is quite

sLlpporttve. compassionate, canng and all-accommodating. Contemporary understanding of

disabilin derive fro concepts that arouse durrng the West's scientific enlightenrnent. This

enlightertlrtettt focuses on I<norvledge dertl'ed fi'otn Iu)osorl and on the values of natural science to

lt trnt arr l) r ( ) !l r ess

5l Analvsis:

( )c'cliptts 1tc,r is a fatnous trageclv perforrned ty the Greek playwnght Sophocles which

explores thc'crossroac'ls atd hazardousJoLlrne),'o1'Oedipus the Krng The Greek word'Oedipus'

denotes vrounded ankles which symbolically represents as drsgust, uncured pain and exacerbate

guilty feelings of the protagonist. Physical deformities were considered as part of mental illness.

The distofic'd mind wAS assocrated wth ph1'sical deformities Later it has become literary

rnethod \{any' drarnatists Symbols are repeatedl}' appeared in a story and have a deeper meaning

that what appears on the surface. One of the rna.;or symbols is Oedipus ankles. The title of the

play itself connot.i d..p.r Physical clefbrmity shows deeper uncured pain of a person. dUt-
ridden Oedipus fec'ls rcrv r'leprcssecl about thr'urcest hc has done This incessant pain is shown in

the fbrnr of wounded artkle Oedrpus gets hrs nanre. as Corinthran messenger tell fiom the fact

that Oeclipus left in the mountains wrth his ankles pinned together. Jocasta mentions that Laius
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abandorred Oedipus on a barren mountarn afier he was born. This injury leaves Oedrpus with

vivid scars for the rest of his life Oedipus's in1ury represents the way in which destiny has

marked and set him apaft.

()t'diSttt.s' lterconstitutes one more svnrbol of' drsabrlrty that is blindness. Sophocles

explores blindness fi'om two angles First, the physical blindness which denotes an inability to
see the trtrth Tiresias is physically blind and happens to be prophet. Tiresias' blindness is

physical rather he has shown as visionaly person havrng prophetic evidence. He represents a man

who is closc'r to the trurth that is naked truth }.le says truth can be destructive. The knowledge

about the fact, though it is of the past or future can solnetimes become unbearable. Fhs blindness

has quite positive connotations towards physical disability. On the other hand, Oedipus is

mentallr blrnd who represents ignorance He is totally ignorant about the truth about the fact he

is unknown to this. So the mental disability such as ignorance, hubris (ego) has been shown more

harrnfirl. destructrve than phvsical drsabrlity

Ihere rs olle more synrbol ot'bltttdness rvhrch show's drsabilrty of Sophoclean character

Tiresias rs a blind prophet rs trying to explain to Oeclipus that Oedipus himself is actually in the

man who krlled King Laius Oedipus refuses to believe Tiresias on the evidence right in front of
him to confirnr it instead he tries to blante the nrurder on everyon..lr. Oeclipus is a blind to the

truth Oedipus is blind by mind Tiresias is blind physically virus is search the truth he is a blind

person but Oedrpus is physically not blind but mentally he is blind this blindness represents

ignorance about the truth autofact

'[he portrayal of blindness in Albert Camus"l'he Out,s'itlerhas been deeply associated

wrth the prrmitrve motif represented in Sophocl ean Oacliyttts Rex The protagonist in the novel is

blinded to a personal truth and are physically blinded as well. In the Outsicler,Meursault's

blincltic'ss rs metaphorical. as he I nesligent to his o\,\n absurdity, which he later becdmes

categortzecl as Orr the other hand, Oedrpus's blrndncss rs literal. as he is ignorant to the truth of
hrs lrfe. In the play Oedipus Rex, Sophocles empoyes the image of blindness of Tiresias, Jocasta

and Oedrpus to point out how understanding is far greater that vision alone.
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Sphrnx is anthropomorphic being in Sophoclean Oedipu,s'ftex. It is female monster with

the bodt' o1'lion The head and breast of woman, eagles wings and serpents tale. She was sent by

the Gods to plague the town ol'I'hebes as a punrsltmerrt of some ancient cnme. The riddle of the

Sphrnx rs the image of'lrf'e itself'tlirough tin-re- chrldhood, matunty, age and death. When the

person faces the riddle of Sphinx, death has no further hold on you, then the curse of the Sphinx

disappears This kind symbol represents female defbrmities. The cursed woman is quite shown in

the form bf her physical deformity The conquest of the fuar f death is the recovery of life's joy.

Both Greek tragedies ancl comedies have proviclecl the memorable characters afflicted

wrth drsabrlity They were shown in the fbrm of'blind, lame and temporarily insane. Deafiress

rarely f'eatures. The playwrights such as Sophocles, Eunpides and Aeschylus. The depiction of
the disablecl characters itt dratna and tlie evidence that drama provides for the treatment of the

drsable rl

Sophocles' Philoctetet which explores negative way of disability which is devaluation of
disabilitv The character Philoc:tetc.t expresses the deformed social construction of disability as

well as the abnormal abrlity of those who live w,rth chronic impairments The Philoctates

meditates on the status of disabled who are unfarrly isolated from human community and who are

often unfairly seen in an instrumental fashion that fails to recognize their fundamental status of

the disabled who are unfairly alienated from the community. They are unfairly seen as failures

and not capable, valuable essential fbr the success of human endeavors and society. Philoctetes

demonstrates the abilirv in disability andshines brightlv on the essential contributionsthatpeople

wth drsabilrties makes in our societies Philoctetes represents the Iives of people who live daily

u'ith chr()nrc Impalrntettts need not be seen as necc,ssanlv tragic Instead these modes of bein

speak 1o hurnan drversity, ingenurtl, and tnunrph

Lunpides's'l'he 'l'rolctn l.L1tmcn constrtutes wornen bodies as imprisoned and wounded by

war, usntg dtverse settings, props and broken doll's bodies. ln this play, Coral admits her body is

crisscrossed rvith scars Caroline Bird's !'rojun lVonren. A/ier hripides (2012) and Kaite
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O'Reillc'sPeeling(2002) uses distorted wounded images of women and disabled actresses

trapped in their multilayered costumes and confined to an unlit backstagetnPeel.ing.The above

trenttotrecl playwnghts show the women as drstorted. powerless mothers who ar€ expected to

take responsibrlity of vulnerable chrldren. Euripides attempts to show the woman who is disabled

in patnarchal society Kaite O'Reille'sPeelingshows tragic women lamenting on their Iost city

and dead rlen. There are three actress Beaty, Coral and Alfa who are called as disabled

characters They are rmrnobile who are stuck at the back and unlit on the stage not because of

therr disabrlrties br"tt because of their multilayered prosperous frocks. Alpha is deaf and uses sign

language and dunng the show stage directions and interrnittent sign understanding supports her

ability to communicate wrth other characters and the audience. Beaty is descnbed as four feet tall

woman and Coral rs conflned to electnc wheelcharr VVrth their drsabrlrties, their big itoop skirts

iutd tlteu':keptrcal arrd hurnorous dialogues crealr] both a cornical and tragic mood. As in Beckett,

the cltaracters are tragic. comrc, ndrculous and mockrng The visual contrast of these disabled

w'omen clothed ln ofTensively oversized dresses which creates piteous images rather than

comical However therr situation in whrch the characters cannot leave their restrictecl space and

keep waitrng between scenes wearing huge costumes they cannot handle, is similar to Beckett's

portrayal of inertra.

Conclusion:
Disabilrty is often associated with sin, offense. indulgence, crime, transgression, stigma,

and kind of untouchabrlitv Disabled woman's bodv has been shown wrth terror. It is also

associated with wrongdoing, bad behavior, unlawful activity, misconduct. The images and

symbols used in the traditional and modem lrterature are offensive, unpleasant, distasteful and

disgusting This kind of image-making makes the degradation of most of the physically and

ntentallv rrnpaired.men ancl wonien lVtociern disabrlrn stLrdy charrged this perspectir,,e of looking

them wrth corrstructrve aftrtude. 'l'hey emphasrzed on the inclusron of physical impaired in the

human society. Historically male dominated socrety created woffren images in distortion. Male

dominated socrety defines these disabled women as in-rperfect and malfunctioning.
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Abstract: The life we live today is reflected in literary works and so 

also is the history of our ancestors. Literature helps us interact with other 

human beings and appeals to our souls and emotions. Abstract problems, 

controversial issues and much more come to the fore through the study of 

literature. Exposure to literature may stimulate students to reflect logically on 

various issues and critically analyse the same. Literature can also be 

considered as a passionate tool for conscientisation and provides absolute 

meaning to life.In the present day academic scenario a lot of importance is 

being given to research and research aptitude. There is a lot that can be 

researched upon in literature and it is necessary that research scholars take 

cognizance of the same. The present paper is going to focus few issues worth 

exploring from the research point of view.Studying literature is not an easy 

task and requires a lot of determination and effort. Literature helps us have 

access to the world provides exposure to other cultures; helps transcend into 

other’s mind and comprehend life in its holistic form.  

Key words:controversial issues, conscientisation, academic, research etc.  

 Studying literature is not an easy task and requires a lot of 

determination and effort. Literature helps us have access to the world provides 
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exposure to other cultures; helps transcend into other’s mind and comprehend 

life in its holistic form.  

The life we live today is reflected in literary works and so also is the 

history of our ancestors. Literature helps us interact with other human beings 

and appeals to our souls and emotions. Abstract problems, controversial issues 

and much more come to the fore through the study of literature. Exposure to 

literature may stimulate students to reflect logically on various issues and 

critically analyse the same. Literature can also be considered as a passionate 

tool for conscientisation and provides absolute meaning to life. 

Gone are the days when literature was considered secondary to Maths 

and Science. The truth is literature helps in many ways. While expanding our 

horizons we begin to see the world surrounding us. As we learn our instincts 

and intuitions are built and we develop a spirit of enquiry. This further helps in 

critical thinking and sense of curiosity. We begin to read in between the lines 

and look for things beyond the superficial. Literature helps us lead in to the 

past and also look beyond the horizons. In addition to this appreciating other 

cultures and beliefs, addressing humanity, expansion of ideas and beliefs along 

with fine virtues like compassion, goodness, trust, empathy and much more 

can be developed through the sincere study of literature.  

In the present day academic scenario a lot of importance is being given 

to research and research aptitude. There is a lot that can be researched upon in 

literature and it is necessary that research scholars take cognizance of the 

same. A few issues worth exploring from the research point of view are as 

follows.  

1. Post Colonialism: The academic study of the cultural legacy of colonialism 

and imperialism with the focus on control and exploitation of the colonised 
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people and their lands. The ideological response to colonial thoughts, the de-

establishing of various theories and the intellectual space for the subaltern 

people to express themselves should be focused upon.   

2. Eco Criticism: To analyse literature and environment from the 

interdisciplinary point of view. Issues such as natural world, human 

development, environmental justice, mankind’s alienation from the natural 

world ecological consciousness etc. should be taken up.  

3. Eco Feminism: This is the new term for ancient wisdom. New days of 

thinking about Nature, Politics, Spirituality, Exploitation and Degradation of 

the natural world seeks to be redefined. Masculine Mentality, Patriarchal 

Violence, Environmental Ethics, Green Movement Feminism etc. are issues to 

be studied in a newer way.  

4. The New Woman: This term coined by Sarah Grand focuses on self-

realization through experimentation. The new woman pushed the boundaries 

set by men and seeks to maintain social respectability while exercising legal 

rights. The so far exploited women were beginning to explore their potentials.  

5. Queer Theory/ LGBT: While focusing on “the difference” also includes 

queer reading of text and theorization of queerness itself. Cross-dressing, 

gender ambiguity, gender corrective surgery, psychotherapy etc. are taken up 

for research.  

6. Diasporic Skills and Diasporic Protest: A lot of research has been done on 

diasporic literature. Now the focus is on diasporic skills and diasporic protest. 

Human capital, social capital, stock knowledge and innovation, technical 

knowledge and brain gain effect are some of the diasporic skills. On the other 

hand diasporic protest being significant in the international arena is also 
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strategically vital in political assets. There is a need to recognize the massive 

contribution made through diaspora and the growth of economic resources. 

Ideological identification and transnational practices, new communication/ 

technology and multiculturalism, cultural creativity, social dynamics, degree 

of attachments and mobilization seeks to be explored and analysed.  

7. Cyber bullying literature: This can be defined as the wilful and repeated 

harm inflicted through the medium of electronic text. It is a deliberate 

aggressive activity carried through digital means. Cyber bullying and suicide, 

cyber bullying and victimization in adolescence perceived anonymity, online 

disinhibition, space limitations, enormous size of potential audience, 

permanence of content are issues worth paying need too.  

8. The IIT/IIM Way: The BE’s and MBA’s are churning out fiction. Writers 

like ChetanBhagat, Karan Bajal, Sangeeta Mall, Prashant John deal with 

issues like white collar corporate jobs, guilt redemption, conflict in 

relationship, struggle and accomplishment, survival, live in relation etc.  

9. Metropolitan Studies: Culture, sophistication, diverse people, myriad 

ideas, political-cultural connections, concept of global finance, urban 

agglomerations, and spatial problems (slums, water, squatters, electricity, 

pollution). 

10. Ethical/Responsible Tourism: Better income is generated from tourism. 

The consequences of the tourist action on the people and the various 

campaigns raising awareness, ethical volunteering, preserving environment, 

responsible behaviour, sex tourism and right to boycott visit to a place need to 

be explored in a newer light.  
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11. Visual Culture: Visual culture means culture expressed in visual images. 

Visual technology relates to any media designed for the purpose of perception 

or with the potential to augment visual culture. Film studies, study of 

television, video games, comics, internet, advertisement etc. contribute 

towards the visual culture.  

12. Mental Health in Literature: It explores how literature helps to 

comprehend and cope in times of deep emotional strain. It also explores the 

different forms of literature and its impact on wellbeing. Themes such as 

stress, trauma, heartbreak, bereavement, PTSD, ageing, and dementia need to 

be studied.  

13. Psychic Exploration in Literature: This calls for the understanding the 

nature and power of consciousness. There is a need to investigate paranormal 

abilities, experiments in telepathy, psychic performers, and mechanism of 

psychic workings and advances in psycho energetics.  

14. Literature in Life/Values: Life is manifested in the form of literature. 

Literature defines humanity and mirrors humanity in an artistic way. Providing 

insight, knowledge, and wisdom it explains human values and instils. Within 

us ideology, virtues and logic. It also reflects, redefines, and reinforces moral 

self-knowledge and sensitivity to emotions.   

15. Music in Literature: Music being a part of our lives speaks about 

creativity. It gives us insight and helps relate to fictional situations and 

characters. Music is found in the Vedic literature, in the Bible and some of the 

ancient texts of Hinduism (Samaveda) is structured entirely to melodic 

themes. 
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 A few other themes that could be researched upon are Dynamics of 

culture, historiography and mythical reconstruction, reworking in 

contemporary culture, religion and spiritual identity, metamorphosis in 

literature, the influence of mythology in literature, motivational and 

autobiographical works, Theatre: interaction between literature and stage 

adaptions etc.  

 So in the words of Tolstoy, without literature “men would be like wild 

beasts” focuses on the significance and values of literature. However as 

rational beings it is necessary to develop a spirit of enquiry and an aptitude for 

curiosity. There is a need to explore, analyse and research upon issues not 

taken up so far, understand it in a newer perspective and add more dimensions 

to it.  
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Anita Nair, an Indian-English writer stands out prominently with her contribution to literature. Although 
born at Mundakottakurissi, near Shornur in Kerala, she is a voice heard all round the world. A fine writer 
she has earned international repute through her literary output. Although brought up in Chennai, she 
visited her grandparents in Kerala. These frequent visits helped her to know the heart and soul of Kerala, 
in all its colors and taste. 
She took up the post of a creative director in an advertising agency in Bangalore and here began her first 
stint with literary composition. In addition to short stories and novels, Nair has also written a book for 
children on myths and legends “The Puffin Book of Myths and Legends”. She has also edited a few 
works, "Where the Rain is Born" [2003]. 
Her first novel The Better Man (2000) saw her as an artist of immense talent and great content. With 
this book she also earned the credit of being the first Indian author whose work was published by 
Picador, USA. 
Her first book, a collection of short stories called Satyr of the Subway (1997) won her a fellowship from 
the Virginia Centre for Creative Arts. Her second novel Ladies Coupe (2001) being rated as 2002's top 
five books of the year went on to be translated into more than 25 languages around the world. 
Her composition about Kerala has been included in "The Poetry India Collection and a British Council 
Poetry Workshop Anthology." Among her other novels are Mistress (2003) Adventures of Nonu, The 
Skating Squirrel (2006), Living Next Door to Alise (2007) and Magical Indian Myths (2008). She has 
also written a few travelogues. Her evocative style and confessional mode of narration has mesmerized 
the reading public in more than 27 countries where her works have been published and translated.  
Ladies Coupe (2001) was rated as one of 2002's top five books of the year. This novel portrays society 
and also brings to fore the novelist, who possess great insight, solidarity and humour. 
Men and women are created to complement each other and play parallel roles. However, the patriarchal 
order into which they live designate women with a secondary status. Unable to voice her feelings and 
concern, all that a woman can do is swallow all the humiliation and suppression behind the mask of 
forged happiness and feigned concern. Being the epitome of patience and sacrifice, she is not supposed 
to move out of the arena created by the male-made society. However, times have changed and women 
no longer speak from the periphery. They do not merely want to voice their concerns but also want to 
be heard. Women who were considered to be dumb have become audible and coming out of the mask, 
wish to be recognized in their 'real attire.' Women wishing to come out of the age-old shackles and 
releasing themselves of the burden begin to undertake a voyage towards self-discovery and self-
realization. 
Ladies Coupe is one such novel which deals with a woman's quest for strength and independence. At 
the end of the novel, we realize that every person possesses some fine qualities and inner strength which 
even he/ she is unaware of. It is only in the face of certain untoward incident or circumstances into which 
they are thrown that these qualities begin to surface. Further these qualities receive a finer edge and 
gloss only when faced with predicaments.  
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Six women find themselves together in a ladies coupe, traveling, each for her own purpose. This ladies 
coupe becomes a comfort zone where each one begins voicing her tale and in the process is both 
comforted and convinced of greater things. 
Akhilandeswari (Akhila), the protagonist is a spinster in her mid-forties. The unexpected death of her 
father reverses roles and she becomes the sole provider of her family. "Anita Nair probably hints at the 
family's easy acceptance of her as the head of the family on a place traditionally reserved for the patriarch 
in both the colonial and post-colonial periods" (Indra Devi, 220). 
Both her brothers Narsi and Narayan soon get jobs and "Akhila felt the iron bands around her chest 
begin to loosen Dare I breathe again? Dare I dream again? Now that the boys are men, can I start feeling 
like a woman again?" (77). These thoughts throw light on the fact that Akhila was not given access to 
any kind of fanciful notions and all her feminine dreams were nipped in the bud. A brief love affair with 
a much younger man also turns out to be futile because more than her own urges she is concerned about 
what people will think or say. She finds life working its own mechanical way. 
Although the bread earner, she was not recognized and designated the status of being the real 'head of 
the family'. Any person that she came across was deeply rooted within the patriarchal order and refused 
to look beyond it. Finally wanting to cool her nerves, she boards the train to Kanyakumari, a perfect 
setting for the unburdening of memories. 
The second character Margaret Shanthi is a victim of male domination. Her husband Ebenezer Paulraj 
who represents the class of colonizers treats his wife like a door mat. A gold medalist and teacher of 
Chemistry, she fails to comprehend the deep-rooted male egoism within the persona of Ebe. Although 
hurt very often, she would say, "He was Ebe. My Ebe. He was right. He was always right" (109). 
The male chauvinist that Ebe was, he interfered with everything including her career, higher education, 
choice of food, her hair style, how she dressed etc. She was shattered when he forced her to abort their 
first baby. Now it was time for Margaret to act and take her sweet revenge. For all the insults, she 
retaliated it with flattery. She fed him with fatty food, till he turned obese and almost good for nothing. 
Dr. Varalakshmi confides, "By making him fat she erodes his self-esteem and feels he is an easy man to 
live with now, in and out of health institute. Margaret gains self-esteem by eroding Ebe's self-esteem. 
She succeeds in achieving her emotional fulfillment keeping the family ties intact" (69). 
Margaret Shanti is a representative of all those women who seek some kinds of praise and appreciation 
from their male counterpart. But the typical Chauvinism of Ebenezer makes him turn a blind eye to all 
the worthiness of his wife. She blindly adores him and so swallows all his insults till the following words 
unconsciously rise within her "I hate him. I hate him5' (131). To all the humiliation, she uses flattery as 
a weapon. This she uses very shrewdly and effectively till his ego and self-esteem ebbs down. 
Through the character of Prabha Devi, Anita Nair hints at the gender discrimination which begins from 
the cradle. The news of the birth of Prabha is denounced by her father in the following words: "Has this 
baby, apart from ruining my business plans addled your brains as well? If you ask me, a daughter is a 
bloody nuisance" (169). 
As a child she is encouraged to play games suitable for a girl and as she grows up is groomed to be the 
perfect wife and home-maker. 
However, as she grows up finds life very monotonous and refuses to define life in a mechanical way. 
Acknowledging her own weakness and timidity, she decides to flow along with the tide rather than being 
cast away on the banks. 
Every Indian parent is more concerned about the male child when compared to the female child; and 
every home has different rules for them. The character of Prabha Devi is used to emphasis the distinction 



ANITA NAIR LADIES COUPE: A VOYAGE OF SELF DISCOVERY 

94 
 
 

Madhya Pradesh Journal of Social Sciences 27:9 (2022) 

made between children of different gender. Although Prabha Devi's father is unhappy at her birth, her 
mother appears rather pleased. For her, a daughter is a person who would continue living the words, 
thoughts and deeds of the mother, even after she is gone. She is happy that there is someone to wear her 
jewellery and take her recipes to the other house. Prabha's mother loved her and preferred her company 
to that of all her four sons. Inspite of all this concern and love for the daughter, she also realizes that a 
woman is not supposed to voice her concern or opinion. She "had discovered that a woman with an 
opinion was treated like a bad smell, to be shunned" (170). Prabha Devi is presented as a woman with 
her share of virtues and vices, but Anita Nair shows great respect towards this personality 
The youngest co-passenger is Sheela, fourteen years old, who held her grandmother in high esteem as 
she considered her the manifestation of feminity. The issue of female child abuse is brought out very 
aptly, through the character of Sheela. The need to assert the individuality of the self is finely portrayed 
here. It was Hasina's (Sheela's friend) father who tried to mess with her physically. “For no reason he 
touched her. One Sunday afternoon when Sheela went to their house, rushing in from the heat with a 
line of sweat beading her upper lip, Nazar (Hasina's father) reached forward and wiped it with his 
forefinger. The touch of his finger tingled on her skin for a longtime” (66). Sheela was unable to talk to 
anybody about this but not to be bogged down by this incident, she decides to protect herself from such 
incidents and from people like Nazar is future. As a preliminary precaution, "Sheela mopped her face 
with a hanky each time she entered Hasina's home" (66). She also observed that Hasina and her mother 
were hurt by what Nazar did. Here Sheela, although very young and nai've took the right decision. She 
decided never to go to her friend's house again. This was a decision taken to protect herself from further 
physical touch and his family from humiliation. 
Thus, she exhibits indomitable courage and great strength in her defiance against physical abuse. Within 
the story of Sheela is intertwined yet another story of a young girl Celine who falls prey to a man's lust, 
the consequence of which is an unwanted pregnancy. Through these incidents Anita Nair brings out the 
atrocities meted out on helpless women. 
The next woman is Marikolanthu who cuts a very pathetic picture. Being oppressed right from the 
childhood, she never raised her voice or objected to any decision taken in her matter. She is not sent to 
study at the town school for her mother thinks, "It's not just the money but how can I send a young girl 
by herself, there is too much of risk" (215). 
All her childhood innocence and gentleness is shattered with the physical brutality upon her by 
Murugesan. Least concerned about the infliction upon her tender mind, her mother is worried about who 
would marry her. Nobody sympathize with her and instead quip, "The girl must have led him on and 
now that she is pregnant, she's making up a story about rape" (245). The physical brutality leaves such 
an ugly scar upon her that it evokes a strong sense of aversion towards her son. Defining herself as an 
independent woman, she does not consider it significant to have the presence of a man in her life. 
Wresting with life, she experiences a kind of happiness and is being content with herself. 
The older women in the house feel that an unmarried woman's life is incomplete as there is none to 
protect her otherwise, she should be financially secure as a good job is a near compensation to 'male 
protection'. This incident makes Marikolanthu fear the institution of marriage and decides not to be tied 
down to the dictates of any man. She wrestles with life and not wanting to be a burden upon anyone 
takes up to working as a domestic maid. This is her definition of an independent status and appears 
content with herself. 
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Karpagam is the embodiment of sheer courage and determination. Although a widow her sense of 
dressing and appearance do not display the same. She stands as a representative of all women seeking 
to define themselves in the patriarchal social order. Her 'I care less' attitude is displayed when she blunts, 
"I don't care what my family or anyone thinks. I am who I am. And I have as much right as anyone else 
to live as I choose" (202). 
This woman is an embodiment of great mental courage. Her words, "Tell me didn't we as young girls 
wear colourful clothes and jewellery and a bottu? It has nothing to do with whether she is married or not 
and whether her husband is alive or dead. Who made these laws anyway? Some man who couldn't bear 
the thought that in spite of his death, his wife continued to be attractive to other men" (202) is truly 
thought provoking. One cannot help but wonder at the significance of her words. There is no hypocrisy 
or falsehood in what she says but every word uttered is true to the core. 
She stands as the spokesman of Anita Nair and lends words to her voice while saying, "I live alone. I 
have for many years now. We are strong Akhi. Whatever you think you want to. Live alone. Build a life 
for yourself where your needs come first" (202). 
It is Karpagam's words which instil a strong desire within Akila to live life on her own terms. She is 
wonderstruck at the powerful words uttered by Karpagam and says, "Karpagam are you real or are you 
some goddess who had come here to lead me out of this..." (202). 
Therefore, it would not be wrong to say that Nair has done full justice in portraying the character of 
Karpagam, who succeeds in breaking through the shackles of the patriarchal order while asserting her 
rights. 
These are the six women who share their lives with each other in the ladies coupe and permit us a 
glimpse within their private arena. The revelation of each one’s life actually enlightens the others. Akhila 
is greatly surprised to realize her empowered self and seeks to rediscover her life and reclaim her lost 
love. 
One question keeps looming large throughout the novel and that is Can a women survive alone? The 
answer is a definite 'Yes'. The security and care provided by marriage very often is nothing but an 
illusion. Every woman possesses the strength to live life as per her own terms and conditions. However, 
many of them do not realize their inner strengths. Many others fail to acknowledge due to the pressure 
of the social norms. Very often it takes a Karpagam to help other women visualize things in the right 
perspective. 
There are a few other minor characters who but strongly portray the patriarchal order and the myriad 
socio-political economic restrictions upon women. One such character is Akhila's mother who is not 
only a devoted wife and mother but also very conservative and orthodox in her upbringing and thinking. 
She not only believed but also supported the concept of women's subordination and inferior status. She 
also believed that women are not capable of talking their own decisions for that is entirely a man's forte. 
Her simple theory of life is, "A good wife learnt to put her husband's interests before anyone else's even 
her father's. A good wife listened to her husband and did as he said. It is best to accept that the wife is 
inferior to the husband. That way, there can be no strife, no disharmony. It is so much easier and simpler 
to accept one's station in life and live accordingly" (14). She remembers the words of her husband when 
there were first married and hence has never violated his' advice'. She reminds Akhila of the same when 
she suggests to her mother to take music lessons. "I want my wife to take care of my children and me. I 
don't want her so caught up with her job that she has no time for the house or for taking care of my 
needs" (14). 
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Even after the death of Akhila's father, circumstances force Akhila to take up a job. Although the sole 
provider of the family, her mother does not permit her to take any decision regarding the family or 
herself, for according to her decision making is the sole domain and authority of a man. 
Anita Nair's voyage in life has also been long. Moving on from being a journalist to the world of 
advertisement, films and then actually becoming a writer, Nair has voyaged life on her own terms and 
conditions and appears truly content. 
When asked what she aims to portray through her writings, she says, "See, it's not really an issue I'm 
trying to answer. Only that I try to understand what disturbs me, be it things to me or things and people 
around me. And by the time, I finish writing a book, I know there are some answers that I'll have" 
(Outlook). 
Nair does not aim at preaching or moralizing issues. She is sure that there are certain virtues and 
strengths deeply instilled within each person. She only aims at helping each character achieve this. She 
confesses that although she is not a feminist, she is aware of the quality of strength in a woman. Very 
often strength is not associated as a feminine quality. But then there is a lot of strength in a woman that 
does not come out naturally. Only some event, person or circumstances into which she is thrown actually 
force out this quality. 
Nair is happy being a writer. Writing for her is both a necessity and addiction. She says, "The best thing 
about being a writer is to be anonymous in one's writing, being genderless, ageless, and classless. It's a 
challenge writing about people completely different from myself and my kind of life" (Cafedilli.com). 
Anita Nair is a fine writer with an eye for telling details which can move from tender compassion to 
sensuality, from subtle emotions to raging hatred. 
This compelling teller of stories "like a rag picker with an eagle eye, she (Nair) observes the ordinary 
lives of maid-servants, masseurs, vendors and other women who course through daily life. It is the 
strength and resilience of the everyday woman that Nair brings out...Nair's women are fleshed out to the 
last detail. You can visualize them clearly- their faces, their bones, their desires..." 
Ladies Coupe is a masterpiece by Anita Nair, a prolific writer. This novel presents the life of 6 women, 
all caught in the flux of tradition and the social order. The patriarchal society into which they are born 
places a number of hurdles and obstacles in the path of their smooth progress. The future appears bleak 
and dark with an air of nothingness being spread about. With great courage and determination the 
women face the odds and even fight them out. The journey undertaken by the women is not only a 
physical one but more emotional in nature, at the end of which each has a better understanding about 
themselves. This voyage also helps in the realisation of the self and many other things not comprehended 
so far. 
Nair deals with the various problems of women and takes up all those issues that most women would 
not dare to voice in public. Some of the issues that she so skillfully deals with are gender discrimination, 
lust, the 'male-made' society, breaking the patriarchal order and much more. All women face similar 
problems all around. However, things are especially difficult for those coming from the lower strata of 
the society. Those coming from the upper class and those financially independent definitely find things 
easier. A woman in spite of all her talents and skills has to work twice as hard to prove her credentials, 
and in spite of all her struggle and endeavor is in the least appreciated.  
Nair successfully provides a glimpse into the women's world. The female psyche and the feminine 
experience are brought out very successfully. The women that Nair portrays are distinct and different 
from those of the past. The prevailing social structure, economic condition, modern education and 
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western influence have all helped women to change her attitude, her way of thinking and her total 
persona. Successfully coming out of the traditional wraps, the effects of the change in women is seen in 
almost every sphere of human activity. This change has greatly influenced the man-woman relationship 
too. This was one area not fully explored and people shied away from bringing private and personal 
issues into public. This positive change in women is helping them to define and redefine themselves in 
a positive way. 
Another interesting thing that Nair tries to do is giving her women a solution to the many problems they 
face. She is of the opinion that if problems arise, solutions cannot be far behind. Being a believer in 
traditional values, her women are also true propagators of values and ethics. Inspite of having marital 
problems, they realise that it is not so easy to break up marital ties and go against social order. Not 
willing to mar things, they look at it with a new sense of interest giving it a different dimension 
altogether. It is the attitude of the Indian society with its mindset that Nair's women wish to break 
through. They rebel and revolt (very often silently), but not to break or undo the social order. Living 
within the frame work of the society with its values, morals, ethics and tradition, they crave and carve 
an identity for themselves by asserting for equal rights and opportunity. 
Every writer has a message which is brought out through their composition. Nair is no exception. She 
has a lot to say to her readers. 
A very, superficial reading of the novel 'Ladies Coupe' brings to fore the following elements: the 
predicament of women, her awareness of the same, her desire to be recognized as a person and not 
merely a woman, and her urge to have an independent identity. 
However, on reading the novel with a deep insight one realizes that there is much more. A woman who 
is the sheer embodiment of patience and selflessness is ready to make numerable sacrifice and all that 
she seeks in return is her husband's trust and appreciation, children's unconditional love, parent's lifelong 
support and the companionship of friends. "It is necessary for women to live within relationship. But if 
the rules are rigidly laid that as a wife or mother you do this and no further, then one becomes unhappy" 
(Vishwanathan, 230). 
Nair's message to her women and readers at large is very similar to that of Shashi Deshpande who 
borrows the words from the Dhammapada in her novel The Dark Holds No Terrors. 
You are your own refuge 
There is no other refuge 
This refuge is hard to achieve (The Dhammapada). 
Nair's objective and message is that every woman should seek to find a refuge within themselves, and 
not elsewhere. Every woman is strong enough to assert and ascertain that she has a solution to all her 
problems, instead of being subjugated and subordinated by someone. One needs to have a balanced and 
practical approach towards life and keep working at the wheels of life to keep it going.  
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Abstract 

Although India has a rich and long history of environmental laws dating back to the 1970s, it still 

ranks very low on air and water pollution levels compared to the rest of the world resulting in. higher 

rates of infant mortality and lower life expectancy rates. Poor sanitation conditions and sewage 

problems compound the problem affecting the health of ordinary citizens in India. The reasons for this 

disconnect between enlightened environmental laws and high levels of pollution could be traced to lax 

enforcement of existing environmental laws, discrepancies in the environmental guidelines for 

businesses to follow between the central government and at the state levels, and the existence of a 

large number of SMEs who neither have the resources nor the technical skills to adhere to the existing 

environmental laws. Using extensive secondary research, this paper suggests a series of steps to help 

the country achieve safe air and water pollution levels resulting in improved health conditions for its 

citizens. The cornerstone of the prescription for improvements in the environment is a collaborative 

arrangement that brings together the various government agencies, the citizens, SMEs, large domestic 

companies, and NGOs to participate in a collaborative arrangement to educate, streamline effective 

policies, develop the necessary institutional infrastructure, and provide adequate funding for 

improving the environment. 

Keywords:Environment, Problems and Prospects, Environmental Concern, Air Pollution etc. 

Research Methodology 

 For the said paper secondary data is used. Various data is obtained from the various websites and 

research papers. 

Introduction 

India is not the only country facing environmental issues. Definitely air and water pollution and 

climate change are more global issues that require a concerted effort by all nations to solve. A report 

by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in "Climate Change Science Compendium 

2009", suggests that the world will be experiencing more of ocean acidification, ice-sheet melting, sea-

level rise, and so-called tipping points in climate effects much sooner than ever thought off (Parks, 

2009). Although environmental issues are global in nature, each country is in control of its own 

environment with jurisdiction over its territory and, hence, should be controlling, monitoring, and 

enacting regulations in safeguarding its environment. This is true for India too. The Copenhagen 

Accord makes it clear that it is up to individual countries to devise and enforce the regulations 

necessary to achieve their national commitments to combat global warming by reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions. Because of the country specific role of controlling and monitoring the environment, it 

is difficult to enforce environmental standards on countries from a global perspective, each country 

should be willing to consider environmental issues as a probable contributor to the overall global 

degradation of the environment and participate in controlling it through its laws and participation by 

its industrial sector. In addition, each country could be part of a worldwide association/organization 

that uses the global network, technological know-how, and resources to be a contributing partner to 

this group in helping the environment (like the Kyoto Protocol of 1997 and Copenhagen Accord of 

2009 on climate change). When international organizations and non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) try to help individual countries on environmental issues, in some instances it creates 
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problems. In a research paper funded and supported by the World Bank, researchers found that in 

India, the role of international institutions and NGO's often have difficulty matching their interest with 

that of the state, especially, when it comes to human rights standards (Randeria, 2003). 

Environmental Issues Facing India  

Some of the major environmental concerns confronting India include: * Air pollution from industrial 

effluents and vehicle emissions; * Energy-related environmental problems such as, chemical & oil 

pollution and Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions (Greenstone and Hanna, 2014); * Water pollution 

from raw sewage, the lack of adequate sanitation, and no potable water throughout the country; 

Municipal solid waste management (MSWM) remains a challenge for India due to the rising 

population and the resultant infrastructural needs (Dube, Nandan, and Dua, 2014); * Over-population 

and its strain on natural resources; and * Agricultural factors such as, runoff of agricultural pesticides, 

overgrazing, short cultivation cycles, slash and burn practices, destructive logging practices, and 

deforestation of timber reserves for fuel, all contribute conjointly to the decimation of the 

subcontinent's environmental system (Greenstone and Hanna, 2014). In particular, municipal solid 

waste (MSW) collection and disposal is a major urban environmental problem facing India. India is 

not the only country with this problem, it appears many of the developing countries and a few of the 

developed countries are also confronted with MSW as an environmental concern. But, in India the 

critical concern is in the way MSW is disposed. The waste that is collected by municipalities in India 

is simply dumped on the outskirts of the urban centers (Reddy, 2014). In addition, the MSW release 

methane and carbon dioxide that increase the effects of greenhouse gases. On environmental issues 

and concerns, India carries a heavier burden because it is generally accepted that pollutant 

concentrations are exceedingly high in many developing countries imposing substantial health costs 

and shortened lives (Chen, et. al., 2013). Since most of the growth in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

is projected to occur in developing countries such as China and India, these two countries are probably 

responsible for the future of this world. In the most recent data available, ambient particulate matter 

concentrations in India are five times the level of concentrations in the United States and China's are 

seven times the U.S. level (Greenstone, 2014). Interestingly, in anticipation of the Paris Conference on 

climate change that is scheduled to start on November 30th, countries have been issuing pledges about 

how much emission they are willing to cut in coming decades. India and Brazil, probably the two of 

the most air polluting countries in the world have yet to make commitments to take to the Paris 

Conference (Gillis and Sengupta, 2015). 

Results and effects of environmental issues in India Many of the current environmental concerns in 

India such as the air pollution, GHG emissions, chemical and oil pollution, etc., have many far 

reaching consequences for its people. The two major areas of concerns for policy makers are high 

infant mortality rates and low life expectancy. As shown in Table 1, for the year 2013, out of 1,000 

live births in India about 41 will die before they reach the age of 5. By comparison, in China only II 

die and in Japan and Singapore only 2 will not survive beyond the age of 5. Similarly, India is ranked 

139th among 194 countries in life expectancy with people living up to 66 years of age. By 

comparison, people in Japan on an average live up to 84, in Singapore up to 83, and in China they live 

up to 75 (Table 1). The link between environmental concerns, its effects on people, and the resulting 

consequences on human life and the economy are easily traceable. Higher the environmental 

destruction greater the health problems faced by the people resulting in both human and economic 

costs. Figure I maps out the link between environmental concerns, effects of these concerns, and the 

resulting human and economic toll on a country. 

Environmental Regulations In India  

Indian government has shown some foresight in the area of environmental concerns by enacting 

legislations meant to protect the environment. India has about two hundred laws dealing with 
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environmental protection (www.cpreec.org). India's environmental regulations date back to the 1970s. 

The first important regulation enacted was the Water Act of 1974 followed by the Air Act of 1981. 

These acts created the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) responsible for data collection and 

policy enforcement. It also developed detailed procedures for environmental compliance at the central 

government level. Simultaneously, a second control board at the state level called State Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB) was also established to collect data and for policy enforcement at the state 

level. These were followed by other regulations meant to protect the environment. India's key policies 

relating to environmental protection are governed by: * The national forest policy, 1988; * Policy 

statement for abatement of pollution, 1992; and * National conservation strategy and policy statement 

on environment and development, 1992. Hence, it is clear that the current environmental problems in 

India are not due to a lack of legislation, but there appears to be other factors that are contributing to 

the current situation. 

Conclusion 

The rapid economic growth experienced by India is resulting in adverse and harmful environmental 

conditions that are affecting the people of India as well the wider global population. In the case of 

India, this is further exacerbated by the high population density and growth rates. The existing 

environmental laws, although cover a wide spectrum of environmental concerns, they seem to be 

ineffective due to lack of enforcement, the lack of resources, and technical challenges faced by a large 

number of Indian companies, especially the SMEs. Under these conditions, India has to adopt some 

sustainable actions that need to address the myriad issues facing the country including environmental 

degradation in order to sustain its prospects for continued economic growth (Ranganath, 2015). 

Sustainable development, that is, both a prosperous economy and a healthy environment that in many 

respects is the goal of diverse interest in the area of environmental issues, is the key for the future of 

India and the world. Sustainable development implies managing the diverse interests of a prosperous 

economy and simultaneously maintaining a healthy environment. Based on extensive literature search, 

we recommend that India undertake a new approach in the fight against environmental pollution. The 

key element of this new initiative is the shared and cooperative participation of the people, the 

government, the industrial sector, and NGO's. This type of approach seems to have worked for a few 

countries and it appears to be a doable solution for India too. A series of steps are recommended that 

could lead to an improved environment and at the same time prove to be helpful for the Indian 

population. Furthermore, to reduce the growing MSW problem, it is recommended that India 

undertake proven waste to energy conversion techniques that have been adopted by the European 

Union.  
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